THE 


GLORY of CHRIST 


VINDICATED,. 


10 1 4, 


Excellency of his PeR80N, Nieurzovenzes, 
Love, and PowER : „ 


An else; of the Myſter) which was kept 
Secret ſince the World began. 


Wherein the Doctrine of the Hol v TRxIN ITV is 


manifeſt in the Glory-Man, the CITES and that bearing 
the Filth of Sin, in his Sufferings, was Part of the Atonement he 
made to Gov for the Elect. ] 


It is likewiſe 2 
That an Intereſt in CHRIS r is founded alone upon 
tze free, abſolute Love of the FAT RR, Soy, and SpinrT ; 
P'R 0 „ 
That their free Grace-Union, according to Gop's 


Ancient Settlements of their Supreme Relation to CAI, was 
never en by their Natural Relation and Fall in Adam. 


To which is added, j 


The Spiritual Operations of the Hort W ul | 
as the immediate Ws | Life, and four of 2 enn Reli- 


Zion. 


A conciſe, and com rehenſive Anſwer, to a Boolæ 
entitled, The Saint's Treaſury'; 97 Cunisr 
the moſt Excellent. 36 


— tne 
2 Original OSEPH ITT TN. R. 
f of en 15 — Cambridge,” id now faitfull abvidged. 8 


F * 8 Ck . Lv 
Printed for J. FuLlLe, in ate-Strrer, UCKMAN, in 


bd 
| 


* 


a 
1 of” A * 
L y » 
43 's « 
11 % 
* 7 « . * 


4 * | 
" i is VB 
- 8 "W 
- . - - 
o ' 
* 
0 
L 
F . 
i ” 
) a 
» 
* 
+ 
M 7 
. 1 7 x. 4 4 $ ” 
* * 
. 97 "_— 1 Ss 
* 
1 
% 
7 — A 
* 4 . 
2 5 yl ' 
enn 
U 
2 * 16 . 4 
— 
— 
1 
» — 
>, 
' 
A 7 
9 5 g Rk 
” ts 
— 
A o 
7 2 
Ss & = 
: . 
: = 
1 by 
o 
” 1 
= . 
* * 
+4 
T6. : 
— 
8 0 
7 . IF) * 
12 & £3 +> 
b . N 1 
” * v9 ho ey 4 
18 b ” 
a 
L 4d * Ju 
[1 
= 8 + , 
on ** 2 .. —_— 
TP . * i : = 
1E n 
1 | 0 93 
. 
* 
=» 


— 


N * Firſt Edition of theAbridg- 
mentof this Work, ſome material 
Errors paſſed, particulary in the 
Note at N of Page 6. 

Which in this 
have endeayoured to: ot 


_ followings 4 

of a Book, enti Sc, 5759 C Chrift vindi- 
cated, wrote by Md . upon his reading 
a Piece publiſhed by Mr. Hunt, called, The 
Saints Treaſure. Mr. Huſſey, in his Introducti- 
on ſays, © When a ſhort Treatiſe of Brother 
Hunt's was brought to my Hand, I found it 


entitled the Saint's Treaſure ; I read it over, and 


thought he had made ſome e > og in 
Soul Eperience, and Doctrinal Knowledge ; but 


on 


I found, that upon the true Foundation, he had 
built Wood, Hay, and Stubble, and j jumbled "Ia 
5 


the Treatiſe, three or four Times, 


(4) 
Stuff, among precious Truths.” We being 
ling, in ſome Meaſure, to ſift the Chaſe fon 
the Wheat, f. eparate t the Precious from ce vile, 
have endeavoured by the following Abridg- 
ment and Remarks to take off the Vail of Dark- 


— 


neſs and Ignorance, Wich hid the Glory of 


CRHRISFTH the moſt Excellent. 
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E Y AARP A RX RI rt 


CHAP. I. EEE 
 'T ſhall now defend and vindicate the Ghories » 


1. Of the Perſon of Obi. 
2. Of the oe ; Ba * 
* . Of the erings : C 7 8 
799 7 Of the Righteouſneſs of Chriftl. _ 
. Of the Blood and redeeming Efficacy, 


5 
6. Of the Worth of Chriſt, 3 
7+ N f N | 


IRS T. Mr. Hun! ſays, © That the divine nature of Chriſt is 


«© ſhadowed 'oat unto us, by the Metaphor of the Roſe, Chriſt,” 


mentioned, Cant. ii. 1. 1 am the Roſe of Sharon. In anſwer, I would ob- 

ſerve, 'Firft; that the divine nature of Chriſt is God, a ſubſlantial 

perſon in the Godhead ; and can God, who is an immaterial ſub- 

ſtance, be ſhadowed our by a roſe, or any material reſemblance ? It is 

a dark conce 

an infinite being. . 
Second, It is only as God is known, and related to us in Chriſi, 


that he ſhadowy out himſelf unto us; it is in Chriſt, by; reaſbn of _ 


Chriſt being in our nature, and of God's promiſe, of old, to fe 
Chriſt in the fleſh to us in our nature: Indeed God is ſaid, in ſerip- 
ture, to have a face, eyes, hands, and bowels, &c. not that, when 
God ſpeaks of himſelf, by theſe and other human parts, they are 


* divine nature, as the 1 fancied, but they 
are the deelaratio ure of Chriſt as it ſtands in 
union with God; mouth, arms, and foul, face, eyes, and bands, are 


of the human nat 


not 


of the divine nature, to ſhadow! out God, who is 


1 


not to be aſcribed 1 Hunt does in 
— them ** his comely parts ; * but to our — as it 


uni 72 4 merh ſpok en, u ſo 


rr 74 


that to ous cpneitiss, Nor TN 

nife 10 as GUD dar vane, 
| mcg gen =" 3 1 oe 22 * 18 
Third Trg i in be ſpoken of 

no * but of K FIND 


or as Chriſt e - ty 8 3 
unciien afthe Holy dhe When Chrifrecefvetl the with- 


out meaſure, it fell upon Jeſu us of Nazareth, the human nature alone 
being the ſubje& Th receiving the Holy 'Ghokt ; for I know of 
no metaphor, or ſhadow, that God is ſet out unto us by in ſerip- 
ture, to ſhadow out the difine nature, of his ihfinite perfeQions ; but 
to ſhadow out his grace to us in the fleſh of Jeſus ; for without the 
vail of Chriſt's fleſh, our God is a conſuming fire ; we ew: hold 192421 
communien'with God's efidnee and 6) but gots 

in Chriſt ; and therefore, it is the Holy Ghd us to 12 as 
Mediator, by ſhadows and metaphors, which Lees him _out as 


man : Some ſhadows, or mw ele idegroo s than 

others, as there is more 2 ud * huſ- 

band, than as heis a bl. epherd of g ſh meld All r A ure, 
race, and glory, * ia ſubſery to 15 Za 


is ſettlement of Chriſty.from eee 
Prev. viii. 23, 24. Hei om manifeſt * 
men, and a number . — K $4 94 up the Man 
wiſdom) titen ordained theix creation, under one common 9 of a 
promiſcuous multitude, childten ad rangers, "as bock without fin 
then ordained the fall of dus of Mead und bead 
of nature; then ordained the reſtoration of the children by this Elder 
Brother, and paſſed by all cr a or whom he 8 20 


pointed to acquaintauce with theſe things. Thus one 


upon another in this manner from everlaſting, w Beh ue =. 
cantot take ih without a: ſucceſſion” in our thoughts, yer they 
together, in the moſt perſeck order in the divine ps ; we 
= ſueceſvely, but Bod ſa them all at once. + "Tis not 


ebetla þ ju inte fe fuſes the lation of te Som of "ge: 


- bas; 
5 a hi Aint} if „ tles ii Pf.. at 43. 4 | 
et vy from everlaſtiag, ever the earth wit, ' as rh bed and Bu 
propley net ar td bis divine nature, for thut can bt ſet wp, 1 


— F 24 — 
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e 
bein ' Son from-everlattin 2 
Ld 8 ways and 5 = 


bagnaing of Folly s before his open 
Chit wt e N des eng ow- 11 


Fe. 2. Þut 


; 'he bein 
Heaven, who 3s made of Jod unte uf wiſdom,” 
in by 44 utiſul woa Rok of Shay ; tie bn pH —.——— that is tn 
Tree of Life, to gat Klan * erer in oathing Eden; 
mean the glorious new 0 W 27 in Heaven, but 


10 e from. 77 4 ; and Ain fame Tree of Life, 
of the ſtreęt of it, the of which, js to or 
5 8 It ia 8 and life, 77 50 fecand Adam, Ne 


1 xp phe f it of that tree, ib the midit of the 
pond of the other P. e, belonging ro the irt Adam, or the firſt 
— of Span tare which fron was fin, ſhame, and death. The 


A 2 Yo. .5e . 


o, ws re. | 
Fer biz.eounſels f One or , * | 
* before 1 is the 7 as * 79 4 oe ue 4 1 7 
ciſm, an y 4 2 in - _ as incongruous ;/ Ly 
poſer a ft N . — n 


Son, or the eternal fiſiation 6 — 1 Z 9 5 SEES Ti loi 
people Ec. — cryin abt ons bit nature; or long t of 
1 ary ales bring 2 new "1 : 7 Thos bs W. 


Egal. vc. 3. rom everlaſting to ev 
ee the Marion of the ood, ici eye Ay 7. Healy 
1 


re, in ene 2 r 402 2 of ob ö 1 23 


end mary hers 
them, that Gbriff's 
rats, obeſe Aha Jy 2 2 fr, fend. 


alter heyy 4 4: as to 


0 T 


[and tet *. 
Hl dove wagure, js 
nat neceſſarily 


＋ 0t oye, 
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and wot to bis on db ag Jarh 
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e 
2 to bis de nature, 'is \ nudegorten,/ 3 | 


- 
. 
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to come 


perſonal glory in Heaven, and is here deſeri 


down beauty, holineſs, and enjoyment, before it teached them 


'a part of the world ſet againſ the beauty of ro 


(38) 


ſhadows belong to Chriſt, as all metaphors whereby he is ſhad 7 
out to us, as he is the word that was made fleſh, John i. 14. 20 | 

is as ſuch, that ſtill he is as the apple tree among the trees of the 
wood ; it is alone; as he is in the fleſh, that he can be ſhadowed out 
unto us; ſo that before the time of the promiſe drew nigh, as the Old 
Teſtament Saints had not received him in the fleſh, nor otherwiſe 
ſeen him, yet by faith beheld him to come in the fleth ; therefore 
the church could teſtify of him, under the ſhadow of the tree, and 4 
righteous branch to be raiſed up to David ; 1 ſat down unde” bis ſhadow 
<vith great delights as if ſhe had ſaid, I find all good coming into my 
ſoul by this free gift, this gift of God to me, as given me in my na- 
ture, br as ſuch, he is the ſhadow of @ great rock in.a weaty. land; in 
whom we enjoy God, and are not ſcorched by the flames of divine 
holineſs, ; hy OE. T1, IO 
By the metaphor, of the Roſe of Sharon, the Holy Ghoſt ſets forth 
Chriſt's glorified ſtate in Heaven, the text looks to the man Jeſus, as 
pooled, though he was once on earth found in faſhion 83a man, and 
aving the common properties of a man, yet here he is ſet out as 
glorified. The Old Teſtament, ſpeaking of things to come, as dad; 
according to ancient ſettlements between God and Chriſt, though yet 
| — Chriſt and the Church; he is not ſet forth in theſe 
words, I am the Roſe of Sharon, as humbled, but as the hymadity: 
now abſolutely ſubſiſts in the open glory of the Divinity, und 
the human, nature is perfeQly filled with all the glory due to his 
"as ſuch, Oh! 

what a fight will it be to be with him! to behold bim where be is! 
not as a. man of ſorrows, but in his _—_— = as the metaphor 
in the text points out; in the latter part of it, be ſays, I am 1b. 
Lilly of the valley; wherein he takes notice, how he once ſprang on 
the earth, in his abaſement ; and indeed, his glory was firſt in God's 
e before his humiliation, and therefore is fitly placed before it. S0 
at in this deſcription of him, 7 am the Refs of Sharon, the Holy 
Ghoſt hath admirably fitted it on purpoſe, to cut off all conſiderations 


of him 6n earth, but what are 2 way worthy of him in Heaven; 


This text hath to do with the Lot 


Chriſt under the {ariony kingly 
ſhadow of his ſpreading favours to his Saints, neither 


a ſtranger 


intermeddle with this Joy; though this Sharon's Roſe, be gotten into 
; therefore 


bloom, it is a ſecret between the bridegroom and the bride ; therefore 
he ſays, all things that I bave beard of my- Father, dane I made tnown, 
Ante you, Joh. xv. 15. It is the Sainte chat ſee their all in Chriſt, their 


this, while the greateſt part of men, now at this day, ſee more delight 
In language, more beauty in wit, more colour in gold, and are more | 
taken with carnal honours, chan they are with C Though 

Hunt obſerves, „ that ſome men diſlike roſes,” 8 we 


ay ee, 


, 
. 
in 
7 


* : Wien Gm * 


—— ⅛ •.ö;Ä˙¹-nm̃—KSñü ts As A. 


(9) 


the beauty of Cn; for yo more Clriſ rr any one 


truth, in an one perſon, 2 Tn, 
forth in all n in all the e the wine | i be 
Lr de Gb of 


. is. 2 
Doth not light (for inſtance): of 4 the . the 
Pope. diſcover that doing the w of uh e F is beli 

im whom the Father has IL be having pt; noe iven him of 


to he oft upon * order of the 2 0 one cannot prey. 


— 1 ·˖ — will Sp, e 
Y the 9 the th that ſplendor dach 
tew prufeſſors can endure, but brand it wi Antinomiani/m, Mc. I 
lay, it wat this goſpel „ of Jaye, into FR 
ſtricteſt order of fellowſhip in breaking of bread and i Sp . 
Intereſt in the piivileges of the goſpel, I mean abſ, 
lin, holineſs. of nature from Chrift, peace o n joy A N 
— Ghoſt; I ſay, before an experimental acquaintance with theſe 
ents, I was a great hater of the ſaints of Cd, of the churches 
of Cori and yet a preacher ; and ſo it had been in my ſoul. unto 
this day, bo both againſt the government of Cbril, his yoke, and 
all obedience to him, if the Lord had not preached down all ſuch 
pram miſled me ! and that by brin Laer mighty grace into 
ſoul, and turning all their ways and ſchemes, for doing the will 
o God, quite out of doors; that, bleſſed be Jehovah for & ever, Lam 
now alive to Chriff, and dead to their Way of doings : and I am 
veril there are thouſands of ſaints, in this nation, that 
can by grace experience thi z for Chrift is received by ak ak 
many as vectived him, Jobs i. 12. by faith Chyy/f iy laid hold of as the 
hope jor before us, Heb. _ 18. his — is laid hold of Ja. xxvii. 
5. by faith Cb is a . 2 hach Grit apprehended 
the ſoul, atk de of us, as veſſels of mere, (before prepared ante 


lory, Nom. ix. 2 Phil, um. 12.4 follaew after; if that 4 may 
72 fo 3 1 am ai/o — Chrift Je 41 all e 
foul 0a arp true for faith. is. 


things, that faith is created in t 
| wrought of the operation of: Gad, Col. ii. 12. — 9 ſoul receives 
Chri 5 Aays of him in his ſtrength, as our rock d anchor» 
| hold: For to ſay any thing of Chriſt the rule of faith. will 
-- not warrant pe, would be a diſgrace*to his glorious name. But 

the ſcriptures! no where warrant me to ſay, that the Lord Chris is 

a roſe that may be gathered; for, to ſay ſo, is a Ame pan fo: his 

glory, for to gather is inconſiſtent with glorif = 

Take his perſon, as repreſented, as the Roſe of Sharon, 

— 2 to the full bloom, he is diſplayed i in the higheſt 
b — due to the Mediator: For a roſe in full bloom is ripened 
into the higheſt perfection of its kind. This, nom applied to 

Cori, points us to him in that am litude of lory in whach the 

church ſhall behold him as he 1 5 en he ſhall appear, and Toe 


( 10 ) 

Saints ſhall be like him, and ſee him as he is. For the Wy es 
ſetting forth Chri/t as the Roſe of Sharon, doth not repreſent him as 
he is preached in the goſpel to finners, but as be reached in the 
goſpel to his own ſaints, that have obtained by believing the fore- 
view of him thro' a glaſs darkly; and to ſet them more a lenging 
after his appearing in his open glory, when he ſhall be beheld face 
to face; and through the ſaints contormity to him, in the re/urredi- 
on of the fu, Pall e aamired in all them that beliewe ;, when he will 
lay it out re the world, what right, though ſhort e tions 
1 the glory of his perſon, in oppoſition to all world glory, he had 
been giving to his ſaints by the Holy Ghef? in this life, And what 


Tight, though ſhort conceptions of their own raiſed glorious bodies, 


& 


© his bloſom ſhall never fade, that this glorious R 


in conformity to Chrif's moſt glorious body, once had. in be- 
heving when here in a poor ſtate on earth. This I take to be much 
the meaning of that w 7 | 
be admired in all them that believe, Oh | what glorious dreams are 
theſe to the world ! and yet I know that with mine eyes I ſhall be- 
old him in his glorious kingdom. Thus it is, as he is riſen, and 
oſe has converſa- 
tion with the Lilly of the valley, mentioned in the next verſe, even 
now while he is preparing her with his righteouſneſs, , as bis lowe a. 
mong the daughters, Auglis her out for the everlaſting embraces of 
her God : The Seng of L. in general, and this expreſſion in 
particular, I am the Roſe of Sharon, is between Chriſt and the ſpouſe, 
not between Chrift and unconverted finners. Again, this perſon in 
glory, is capable of being enjoyed in communion, and even ex 
rienced in his ſpiritual kingdom with the utmoſt delight; but / the 
notion of gathering him, as we do a roſe; doth not carry that; reve- 
rence and due regard to Chrift in it as we — 2 The 
gathering a roſe is feparating it from the ſtem upon which it ws 
ut Chriſt in our nature can be no ways ſeparated from God, he is 
capable of being enjoyed, as he is, but it is by a ſuitable enjoy- 
ment that _—_ not alter nor remove him; for to ſ te his 
humanity in our thoughts from his Godhead, is to difſworſhip him 
as Mediator, who is, as Mediator, the Roſe always flouriſhing. 
Indeed it is Chri/t's property, as the Shepherd of the flock, 16 gather 
the lambs in his arms, Ja. xl. 11. To gather the lillies, Cam. vi. 2. 


but not ours to gather him, as we do a roſe, by ſeparating it from 


the ſtem, for Chriſt is never to be ſeparated from the ſtem of Joſt, 


from the root and offspring of David. 


„ 


raſe, in 2 The/. i. 10. When he ſhall come o 
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s if / ſhall: now attempt to vindicate te Gloriet of 
- | Ch 7 iſt ⸗ Love, from fome open. Diſparagements 
ill Fit. * 1 b 9.129 \ is! Ma 7 FIS1 4 — 
13 ok 6 8 , 


HE words of Brother Hunt are theſe; In this ſong of ſongs 

we have an account. of ;\the breathing af; the ſpouſe at- 

v ** ter her beloved, and Thad almoſt ſaid, there is no love Ioſt be- 
4 © tween Chrift and his Spouſe ; you will find bath ftriving, as it 
were, who ſhall expreſs their love to the higheſt ſtrains, I grant 

to indeed the ſaints love to Ghrift is not commenſurate, with Chriff”s 


FE: 


re love to them; yet in ſome things there is a dar reſemblance,” 

6 In anſwer to which, 1 ſhall more fully exalt the Lord Jeſus Chrift 

d in the matter df his love, as it is ſuperlative and infiditely beyond a 

a= ſtrains and ſtrivings in a ſpouſe, and I queſtion. not but it will ap- 

en pear fo to all the ſaints, Who, by reaſon of 5 as the apoſtle ſays, 

” Heb. v. 14. have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and e- 

of vil. As the love of Chrif is in other parts of the ſcripture, it will ) 

in hold to the ſame in the Song-of Solomon, tranſcendantly greater bez % — | 

5 yond the ſpouſe's love tor him, by the following arguments. | 
Argument firſt, Chri/t can —— nd his own love to his ſpouſes 

p Ps. xlii. 81 the Lord wa command his loving kindneſs in the day- 

1 time; and did he not command his loving kindneſs in the 'day- 

3 time, in making her ſo many kind viſits as is mentioned in this oe? 

: To beſtow upon her ſo many coſtly and endearing tokens of 

1 love ? To put fo much beauty on her, and then commend her by 

2 letting her out from top to toe ? What power had he over his love 

3 when he would not be overcome by her unkind uſage to him? wet his 


5 locks with the drops of the night, praying ſolitary for her on the 
mountains of deſerts, when ſhe was indulging herſelf in her bed of 
- reſt ; he pleads, open to me my fiſter, my ſpouſe ; but ſhe denies, 
.. and pleads the putting off her coat, how could fot pat if on The auaſp- 
at ing of ber feet, how could jhe efile them ? Cant. vi ii. And notwith- 
b, ſtanding all this diſobedience of the ſpouſe by zight, yet the Lord 
will command his loving kindneſs in the day-time, he will be Hand 
of her upon the firſt conviction of her fault, and her early feekin 
him in the ftreets j he will overcome the fault, put it vp, and put it 
off with power; he hath power over his opndiiplexiare, and can com- 
mand his own love, in Ne out-goings of his heart to her. Whereas 
on the contrary, the ſpouſe. of Chrift hath no commanding power 
y of her love, but whenſoever ſhe acteth graciouſly, and loves the 
: Lord Feſus, it is by conſtraint of his over-ruling influence, hereby 
the loveth much, for the love . conſtraineth us, 2 Cor. v. Li 
* 2 . 


—a into ſome of this marvellous light. 


( 12.) 


But what compariſon can be made between commanding love and 
conſtraining love, the church loves Chri by dependance, but 
Cbriſt's love to the church is ſupreme, ſuperlative, and ſurpaſſing 
all other love. » 4.2 s + £% 1 ? 2 . | 


Argument ſecond. C5rif can ſecure, eſtabliſh, and lengthen out 
his own love to his ſpouſe, through the vehement and, ſuperlative 
affection he beareth to her, Fobn xiii. 1. Having loved his own, that 
were in the world, he lowtth to the end. "Whereas ſhe (the fpouſe of 
Chrift) cannot ſecure or eſtabliſn her own love to him, but relies; on 
her Maker's pleaſure, who is her huſband for it, Jobs xv. . continue 
i in my love Vour duty is continuance in my love, but your ſtrength 
muſt be myApirit. for it, as appears Fohn xv. 6. without me je can ds 
var hing. If without Chrift firft diſcovering his love, the ſpouſe can- 
not love Chrift ; we may be confident, that the utmoſt flowlttys pat 
of.her borrowed love, through the books of the Canticlet, being but 
the rays and the ſun-beam reflections of his own 'conimunitated love 
unto her, ought not to be repreſented by an almoſt ſaying there is 
no love loſt between Cbriſt and his ſpouſe; for between that love 
that ſecures love, and that love that is ſecured by it, there is no 
compariſon ; for there is but one higheſt ſtrain of love, and that is 
dn Chrif?'s ſide, it being a contradiction in terms to ſay two ſuperla- 
tive degrees in one matter, 2 of bes Frag hoe re 


Argument third. Cbriſ's lave to his _ is as Gov's love, 
Fobn'x. 3. I and my Father are one, ono in love: as well as one in 
nature, therefore Chriſs love to his ſpouſe riſes up than equal degree 
of the Father's love to him, John xv. g. as the Father hath. lowed me, 
Jo have T loved you; that is, as the Father hath loved me in the 
everlaſting union, and loved you with an everlaſting love, in the 
everlaſting relation unto me, ſo have I loved you; thus 7 
loving the ſpouſe will bear a compariſon with God's loving Chrif 
and with God's loving her too in a relation unto him; ' as the Father 
hath loved me, as Chrift, me, as the firſt image of God, above all his 
other works; this is a high and a very glorious myſtery: I would 
ſpeak ſomething of it, as J. a poor worm, am able; and what am 
J able to ſay of it, any further than led into it by God the Spirit! 
the Comforter being come into me by him, who is gone unto the 
Father, and he alſo, as it hath pleaſed im to bring me ct of, dark- 
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CHAP, III. 4.5 


K ” f 
J 0 W Chriſt ftood in the love of the Father from the beginning 
II of his way; why God the Father predeſtinated his only 
| begotten ſon into creature-being, that is to @ „into a mediator ot 
ereature- exiſtence; but how, from everlaſting, by — ia 
x ttle 


(e . 


d ſettlement, by conſtitution, not by fleſhly creation, ets as after- 
it wards to be, the Man Chrift exiſted not in his open fleſn, but ſub- 
g ſiſted ſecretly in the ſecond perſon of the Godhead; hy covenant, 


- fleſh; this is more than or choice to make him, or meer 
* election of him; wiſdom, for Chrif, in his human nature, conſidered 


Mn 
th the: wiſdom-mediator, as one engaged und concerned in the work of 


5 | man's ſalvation, I w. Joys ver. 23, I was brought forth, 24, 1 was 
thert, 27, I was by_ him, I was is adelige, 30. The Apoſtle 
* calls this wiſdom, the image of the inviſible God, Col. i. 15. the firft- 
ut born of every creature, unſwerable to'Chrift being ſet up from everlaſt- 
. ing. This is another property of him, ſtil agreeing with him as 
0 the image - draught God kept of every creature by him, ſo it well 
* explains how the image of Gop is there to be le from the 
TT divine nature of Chriſ, in whom that mage, or his firſt-born ſtands : 
11 Thus, with very good reaſon, I carry all ths text and coherence in a 
la. direct reference to the mediator, the image of the inviſible God, or 
* the covenant-wiſdom man; thus the Son of God in love began his 
man- union, the whole perſon, hereupon, by a diſtinction of natures, 
ve, in God's counſels and covenant, is 'God-Man 3 the founda- 
in tion of his becoming openly fo in time: This goſpel-myſtery ſtood 
ree in God before other creatures were made by him, when there was no 
n, depths wiſdom vas brought forth, Chriſt is therefore fill in the fame 
the capacity of wiſdom, the 4/3ha and Omega, the beginning and the 
the ending, Rev. i. 8. he isthe firſt and laſt of all Gas thoughts, of the 
ls other works of his hands, becauſe they all begin, and all conclude 
1, with him, ſo he was the wiſdom-mediator in all confiderations of 
ber creatorſhip before .the fall, though not 5 properly Chrift-Mediator 
his till undef the fore-views of man's fall; the Son of God is the wiſ- 
uld dom-mediator in the upper - fall way, and is Chrif mediator as te- 
am ways and means in the under-fall way, for no creature, however, 
it! could ſtand without him, and therefore, when it pleaſed God to mak 
the a trial, for illuſtrating the wiſe and ſupreme ends of him, aug 
k- not account of any of his matters, that ſome'creatures after their bei 
and draught by him, wiſdomi-mediator, in the nature part of that 
office nd relation, were loſt, becauſe he ortlered them to be left upon 
their creature-bottoms, and given up to their own Creature-wiſdom ; 
— Angels and men they both fal, e could not having nothing 
N to do with ſettling eſtabliſhing grace in Chrify as the wiſdom- 
mediator, only as many as were ordained by this pattern to ftand 
upon wiſdom-grace, they have kept their natural ſtate as ele& 
Angels, or, though fallen in their natural head; as the ſons and 
my daughters of men, yet are they recovered by their gracious Huſband. 
- | | | 


» of *. Ah! great love of the Father to Chris How admirable is this 

ered jo Jobn xvii. 24. thou lovedſt me before the — of the 

tle world; this cannot be meant of the divine perſon. one — 
| . Other, 


8 


. 


other, meerly as the 2 of the one God among themſtlves, 
becauſe there was ſuch a love to and among the perſons in God, as 
was natural to them, therefore, above all ſtipulation and agreement, 
to be beſtowed on each other, this being the radical due of Go 
nature; neither could he be God without it, therefore this is meant 
in a ſenſe wherein'the Father is greater than Chri/t, Jabn xiv. 28. 
and ſo the God of Chrift, Eph. i. 17. according to that place, 1 Cor. 
xi. 3. the head of Chrift is God; he is here conſidered not abſolutely 
as God, but relatively as God-man, and it was the love of the Father, 
in the days of eternity, he had unto the man of the union; mind 
the great diſtinicton between his eſſence, as God, und his covenant, ' 
as the man in God; as to what he is in his divine eſſence, he plainly 
founds his argument on his divine will, Father, ſays be, I will; but 
2 what he aſks, it is as plain he founds it in his and his 
er's covenant, that they, whom the Father had given him, 
might be with him where he was: Father, Iwill, that they alſo whom 
thou haſt given me, be with me where I am; where I am now in my 
man-covenant; to be with me where I am in my man-nature, as 
certainly as I am there now in my divine eſſence and divine glory, 


which can never depart s:om thence ; and that is Heaven, to which 


| his man-nature was going: He pleaded, becauſe the Father had 
loved him before the foundation of the world. . © n deal 


Tis evident he prays for the openneſs of the glory in Heaven 
where I am, ſays he, in my, eſſence as God, 1 where I am by 
covenant to be as man for ever, with the glory ] had auith the Kr 
the wworld was, John xvii. 5, that glory was the open- glory of the 
man, as he ſtood in God with the Father. Therefore I call him the 
lory-man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, ſet up from everlaſting ; but not 
from everlaſting as the divine eſſence is, for that is naturally eternal, 
but from the beginning of God's ways, before his works of old, either of 
creation or the diſcovery of his cauſes. Here we will allow Mr. 
Hufſty his diQtin&tion, ** that the man- nature of Chrift is not of the 
N date with his divine eſſence.“ But his love is as everlaſting as 
is nature; the glory-man was with Goa, ſubſiſted in God from ever- 
laſt ing, therefore, ſays Chriſt, thou loweſt me before the feundation of the 
world, Jobn xvii. 24. which is ſpoken of his human nature, as it 
then ſubſiſted in his divine perſon, in the view of God's mind, and 
the fixation of his eternal purpoſes, Thus Chrift is the way unto 
the Father from the beginning, whereby we come to know God, for 
all that is in God beſides Chriſt-man, is without beginning. The 
Trinity is not to be ſtudied or known, but as we mingle the doctrine 
of Cr, and bring eng with us the Wiſdom-mediator, as the 

human nature of Chri/t had a ſecret way to ſtand in Cod, and fo was 

the Glory-man from everlaſting, between Ge and all his future 
works ; fr we cannot give unto God creation-honour, if we ſhut 
out the Wiſdom-mediator, no more than we can give him redemption- 
honour, if we ſhut out the ſame perſon as the wiſdom-lamb of God, 
whom he loved before the foundation of the world with a mediato- 
rial love, it is a making him every way a Mediator, a Mediator 
of introduction to begin the creatures; a Mediator of confirmation, 
to 


* 


\ ( 2-0] 
to uphold them in nature, grace and glory; a Mediator of teſtorati- 
on to the ele& of God; a Mediator of triumph and coronation to 
the church univerſal at laſt. Yet here we may obſerve Mr. Huſey 
did not mean many mediators, but the diſphying his power and 
race various ways, under the ſame character,“ ſo that the love of 
e Father appears to be a conſtant current of love from everlaſting. 
loving the man Chri/t into a glory- union with the ſecond perſon in 
Ged. For. I yet keep in the ſuper-lapfarian (or over-fall) high- 
way of the King eternal, immortal, the inviſible and only wiſe Gd, 


in his counſels about Cbriſt, above and before Adam, yet within the 


bounds of ſobriety and truth. 


— I" 
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A few USE'S of the foregoing CHAPTERS.” 


Firſt, Then, to begin with Ged out of Chrift, is rather Babel- 
work than Zion's work, as men in all ages, fince the Apoſtle's days, 
have been guilty" of; for if in all things the Lord Cbriſt was to have 


the preheminence, and God did not take a ſtep without him, what 
a deviation hath been introduced from the pattern, when. men have - 


undertaken to go through the knowledge of God without him? 
Whereas, in the goſpel, the 4now/edge of God, and krowledge of Nur 
Chryt are cloſely linked together: It hath all along been the pleaſing 
unhappineſs of mankind to know and ſerve God, by a negle& of the 


Mediator; their converſe hath been the Father, Son and Spirit, in 
eſſence and attributes, and yet the glory-man, that ſtood in the love 


of Ged the Father from everlaſting, never were upon men's thoughts 
and ſtudies, when they girt themſelves for this divine knowledge. 


I 


. The Doctrine of the Trinity ought not to ſtand as men have ſet it, 


for as they have laid it, it is very remote from the evangelical reve- 
lation of God in Cbriſt, for as ſuch it is approachable by the believer 


whilſt the man is an hiding place, covering the ſoul. as in che cleft -- 
of. the rock, whilſt this g/orious Majefly paſſed by; for we muſt not 
think to range theſe things in order without the Chief Corner-fone, not 


to make Chriſt the chink-ſtone to fill up a common place, for in 
God's works of nature, grace, and glory, he. flleth all im all. If he be 
the corner ſtone, why is he not ſet the firſt fone of all Vet Chrift is 


never thought of, as Chrif, till redemprion-work-takes place ; Adam 


avas made in his Image, after bis likeneſs, as\Chriſt was the firſt born 
of every creature ; and yet we live under the goipel;as if it had been, as 
21 ſays, on the other fide of the flood; but it we are riſen with Chri/t, 

ould we not ſer our affections on things that are abave, where 
Chri/t fiteth at the righr hand of God in that glory he had with the 
Father from (everlaſting ? Thus the miniſter and the people periſh 
for lack of knowledge. How eriſh ? methinks .I long ſay, not 
eternally, (the leader in 1/rae/ will certainly prevent that) bur periſh 
in their vigour, life and ſpiritual-mindednefs, in their communion and 
comforts, in their tounzs of attendange on Lord's days, agi wee k 
days ned ir ary they periſh' in their old ſtock for waited Freth 
improvements, and 'ecing farther into Chri/z, for if we do not grow 
et us be What miniſters oc churches 1 


ä up iu him, We wither, 


* 
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| USE te SECOND. Ron 
You may dance, that that ſubje&, or ſermon will never do us 
any that is not founded upon Chriſt; as Chriſt is founded up- 
on Ged, it will give us no diſtin knowledge or eſtabliſhment in 2 
truth, unleſs it hath ſomething diſtinctly from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jeſus, by the bleſſed Comforter. The Trinity, as it 
is known. in, by, and 3 Chriſt, is our life; and what lite with- 


out communion? and what communion without the knowledge of 
perſons ? and what knowledge without the Goſpel? The right 


ties, wither in 


reaching of the Trinity, in their perſons and — is the 
du 


ife of the churches; they would die in all their 


all their hearing, loſe the beſt enjoyment, which is the end of all 


ordinances, but by. theſe perſons, Father, Son, and Holy C bes, ſpoken 
of according to a right dividing of the word in every diſcourſe, and 
all through Cbriſt, our people, through grace, live. 18750 


f Das, u 
USE & THIRD. 


For mending the diforders, I have, by grace, choſen the ſuper- 


Japfarian, or over-fall way, in the everlaſting love of the Father to 


the elect in his Son Chri/t Tens, whom he loved as the mediator he- 


tween God and them before the foundation of the-world; I have ſtet 


both beauty and antiquity in the wiſdom-mediator 5 his ſaperlap= 


ſarian way and conſtitution in the will and grace of God, as t 
wiſdom-mediator, was the foundation of his conſequentſublapſarian 


conſtitution in the ſame will, and pace in the redemption-mediator, 


accordingly, I ſee my relation to him in the ſuperlapſarian ſettle- 
ment, to be, by the ſame grace, the foundation of my ſublapſarian 
relation to God, to bring my on ſafely, = his own means; 
through all the ordered changes of the fall, till all he hath ſettled 
for me-be-made perfect in glory; I can diſcern, by my over-fall 
relation, that Chriſt is now made of God wnto me, in God's under. 
fall eounſels and ways, till all be ſwallowed up again in a full over: 


fall way in glory, with the Glory-man, as if the fall had never 


en in, to prolong or obſcure the open coming of the glory- uni- 
on, or as though I had never had one luſt in my heart, I believe; 
therefore have I ſpoken. n "0Y eee 302% e 
Behold now through all the mighty heights of love, and fee the 
wonderful depths of the riches of the knowledge of God ! Behold what 
manner of love the father hath betowed upon us, that awe ſhould be called 
the Sons. of God, Jobn iii. 1. Oh! wonderous love of the Son” of 
Ged in betoming a Ch i for us! Oh! wonderous love of the Spirit 
in making good in application aud execution the whole plan an 
grand defign of grace, as fixed in the glory-man, in the love of the 
Father from everlaſting! Therefore, as Chri/t has loved the church, 
as the Father hath loved him, it is impoſſible that the church in the 
Camicle: ſhould ſtrive, as Mr. Hunt ſays, to expreſs her love to him 
in equal ftrains of his love to her. | 2 * 
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Ti be bee Love of Gol to his u e 


| 1 come ts, POLY Ah lors of the Father 6 the . 
vet ſtill wich our eye upon Chriſt, the beloved pattem, 
aba 58. 23. and haſf lowed them, ar I ben * loved m, From 

ence It 18 a ouſand times more conſiſtent to 1 22 God'g e 
laſting love to us, upon the foundation of his 4 * ys 5 
Chrik. than to believe God's love to us; 


pentance, obedience, and qualifcations on earth 6 5 , God's 
from the ſuper 


everlaſting love, for I am not yet come 
ſarian mount. mou 7 doth pes everlaſting love 
ſpeaks of in e res On 
much of 1 1 love t to Chriſt it is far more bg to mate M 
with, 144 ove which begu . everlaſti 
before the production of his Gee of old, 1 Fr zee love 
to my — from my yelterday” n and repentance, af 
Works, as the Arminians: do. 1215 
— Lord hath of old; ſaying, I have" bur 
thee lowe; therefore with loving kindneſs have I drawon' 
thee, he Lord pry 7 ar of old unto me; of old, ſays — 
canꝰſt thou remember when ? 6. apes A 1 
may be, the Hebrew better than the myſtery of the-loye- in Ja? 
text, have thought fit to render the period more ſmooth und intel- 
oli ug by putting in the word Saying, the Lord hath appeared of 
d unto. me ſaying, but it is better without it, and thus read, the 
Lord hath appeared of old unto me; . js for there the 
Lord tops oe — — „ and takes her u up, wi l her time to 
ſay more, when ſhe comes toexpreſs berlelf, but breaks forth himſelf, 
ea I havJloved thee with an * Wy love, therefore in time I 


ve drawn thee with loving kindneſs, ſhe ty 3 of old, but how 0 


the could not tell ; pK 4 God runs. d the bounds 1 ; 


time, advances it higher than old, he va everlaſting date up- 
on it, as well as a reality unto it, Yea I have est thee wb ; an ber- 
laſting love, 1 1dve before drawing thee, for T derive'all ny drain, 2 
of thee Lan it, a love that has Caſed thy faith,” and did not 

for it, I e hre of that in covenant wich my Son in EN 
the'Glot We, now in Heaven, and ſhall epme down 

to be che incarnate man upon elrth ; and though this ancient Iove 
a riddle, <4 riddle to thee that art under the influential 'drawi 


hen I hal} ha 
Leder with my love” For 1 hav 5 e the wal 


wi 
m thence. 


66 <8 roar fone come that much of 3t hall breaF op 


1 
that runs along in a ſpeedy fixed parrallel with my love unto the 
n that 1s _ fellow 1 —— 0 | 
ſaccefGon, both into one covehant, both into one bond-union, an 
everlaſting love has joined you both together; I have loved you to 
be mine, and to be both with me for ever; there's thy name with him, 
there's thy glory in him, there's thine and his charter, in the 
volume of the book, in the everlaſting rolls, and I have put it in- 
to thy huſband, who is. alſo in thy | maker's hands; . 1rhevefort 4vith 
loving kindneſs have I drawn thee, it 18 for this reaſon I have overcome 
and won, thy heart with love ; I have brought thee to t, an 
ſubdued thy own rebellious will, put up all, ardoned and for- 
iven every provocation, I have provided all to give thee, and 
ard the loſs of all with an offer unto thee; I h 
tance, and holineſs for thee, if I had made them conditions, 
then I had loſt thee, them, and all for ever; but I have made them 
pieces of thy enjoyments in the everlaſting unioh, thy faith came in 
at this door, thy repentance flows from my everlaſting favour; it is 
fed thus; I fave loved thee with an everlaſting love, hot I 
love you, or I do love you with an 1 love, which 
world have argued the thing to be done, of juſt have taken un 
but I have in the paſt tenſe, which proves the everlaſting nature and 
dommencement of it, the everlaſtingneſs of it that hath beth, is to 
be perpetuated to an everlaſting that is do come. . ng je 
- Hence obſerve, the love of God is the glory of his graer,) it is 
the — — of all his mercy to his elett, even whilſt they lie 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, the fall being decrecd ſubſerviently to ex- 
alt the riches of God's grace, Eph. ii. 4, 5. But God, wwho h rieb in 
mercy, for the great love wwherewith he loved us, even wvhen wwe "were dtud 
in fins, hath quickened ns together waith Chriſt. LL Ot: 2 
Firſt, Mal. i. 2, 3. I have loved you, ſaith the Lord: yet 
wherein haſt thou loved us f Wherein, ſays he, in 5 255 
that belong to everlaſting ſettlements; and loved you ſo as never tu 
bate you; I have loved anciently before the foundation of ffieworld. 
Come into time, and 1 have loved you always; Thave made and 
reſerved all, but you only have T loved; it is the myſtic} body of 
hriſt that God hath loved with the fame everlaſting love, av he loves 
Chriſt as the head of the Church. nk. 

Second, I have loved firſt, and brought it about upon an ever- 
Laſting ſecurity, then you have loved next, Berein is love, not that ve 
Eve God, but that be be us, 1 John iv. 10. loved us before we lov- 

him, therefore be ſure, if any man love God, the ſame is. knowin 9 


30%, 1 Cor, viii. 3. He that loveth is Fang God antecec 
God influentially before 
4 


to uny man's loving him; and known of God 1 
Ms faith, as wrought by love, we love bim becauſe be firſt — 11 
+. Jeln iv. 19. the Father choſe us to love before we Ioyed, the don 
ranſomed us to love before we loved, the Holy Ghoſt renewed us to 
Ive before we loved the Lord. The love of God in ſettlements from 
Yoo ing, the love. of God in ranſom, the love of, God in regenera- 
Goh, is 4 love that every way prevents W. * 


«2d thee byth in e 


1 


ve provided falt, 


S WW W199” > WE -c- =. 


* 


ing love, in fue very ſub- lapſarian or under- fall 


* God 8 every days having been always uſed; to it 


©. preachers, theſe were all? 


(. 19 ) 


Third, I have loved before drawing, 

neſs hae, K becauſe I have loved thee with an everlaſt- 
t of thing the pre- ordin of the fall; —_— 
8, u ation 
9 2 35 But Fort fu 
towards, ys, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt 2 Ae 
1555 as. ee before the nn wan, as 
to ve us er eds hr » Or A few years ago, When we were 
ſinners, and had not ace believed; not brought home 
to God . oft Ch, ; 851 e riches of eternal — Ohl che 


4 A4 N love, when God comes to break it up, 
os 2 « It was this thought that drew | 
4 ſoul fir on in reading Mr. Charnock's diſco 


« of G thor of reconciliation in the covenant of 
ce redem ption ; it was I felt the firſt eſſectual call of grace; 
„Oh it was then I cloſed with Chriſt upon this doctrine, inwhich 
0 he had ſo long before cloſed: with me in aRedeemer's covenant ; 
„ and Hom thence I date my new birth, aſter I had been from a 
« child ſober, well educated, conſtantly read the ſcriptutes, two if 
« not four chapters every — z prayed ſecretly upon my 7 ary — 
x 
„ years old as I grew up I found — conviction grow 
| ö St, Fa ſays, ſtill when the commandment came, 
* e Religion did not kill this fin, 2 — 
„Knew at laſt how to ſtrike at chis religion ; and that aft 
10 growing > Klar a and ſtricter, I-wrote ſermons, I prayed 
„Tread Mx. Allein's works, Mr, Baxter's-works, And. dhe more 
* acquainted with theſe, I thought the. more an 
„I had committed: the unpardonable ſin ; I'heard a multitude of 
agreed to turn me into an/anvil,, — 
« ſmote every blow upon me; ſometimes I fell into deſp 
40 « 29 in horrid unbelief of the el, I ex 
— verily believed it to be my portion, as 1 n chere 
«© was A Wa es that made the world; . I durſt not omit 


„praying, and — but went on in * duties as for- 
« e .as I grew up 
u 


deſperation, eontinued and increaſed, 
« becauſe I ju not E ties enough to 1 ohm on, and plead N 
« God; Yet if I prayed half an 1— with gement, I 


n would labour to — ſome comfort from thenes and and perſbade 
% myſelf that this was ſanQification ; I fled AN. . 
me, and à ſ- wrath 


« hy and y fickneſs came u 
6 wet my; mind as a dos ne horns 
« not make we believe that I was one ruſh. the 
«« duties; but when God raiſed me again, then 1 
cc preachers ks and figns of grace, thought all Was well, went 
oy * and found peace, till the * _ in M67B, and lo! we 


* to 08 was, rk et 8. 


therefore with loving kãnd- 


— — —— 
* 


( 20). 

% always ran in my mind, that carries Jouble, 
44 nd ol behind bf And what became of 2 e 
(for I jeſted not with religion) I began; from obſert ing tnt fu 

4 pineneſs of Chriſtians 3 to love looſeneſe and levi 
% (in miniſters and peo pon, 22 04 to hate relip ligion, for, hotwRhftand- 
«ing all my ſhew, I never cordially embraced it, my obedi- 
ene was my hard taſk, and not my delight; fo that m Nene 
tion and profeſionended i in apoſtacy, and a flumber in fin'for MA. 
«« ny years, afterall my zealous profefſion of Mr, Baxtet's do fine 
4. ah way to Heaven, which, to ne, proved the greateſt — 
««-of licentiouſacſs 1 ever know: and thus it Was with 
c till God directed me to Mr. Charnock's book; d wht wa the 
«, I found in that book which converted me ? 
« ſpirit of the Lord that turned my heart in a moment, im 8 
ing God's everlaſting love to me in a covenant way, which 


=: Father had made with Chriſt before the foundation of te world; 
80 eon | then my repentings were kindled together, that T ſhould 


on finning againſt him that had been always loving me; the 
it of Gol is ſtruck in with it, 'and hath given Free, 


pi * to my ſoul, to — fruits chan ever 1 Ate | 


though, for want of courage ſtrength in my ſoul, I uſed to 
«© daſh my preaching with — of the wok 1 nevertheleſe, 
„it was this ever kindneſs drew me, won me, melted me, 
e broke a whole heart of ſtone at once; z and I haye en joyed ex- 


rimentally its power and ſupports for near t ears, a 
r of heart e 


„ TB, Ibo he thee with an everlaſting ; love: Ob! this ec- 
% cho! loved thee! this ſweetneſs of individention this conſdo la- 
tion of the joyful ſound! for the ſpirit of God -ufeth it to 2 
«6 ſingle perſon us well as unto the church myſtical: Oh! the 
e riches of grace, unſearchable grace and love! What à wonder of 


2 the goſpel, that the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould make it out nd 
ueſtioning, to me, that he loved me, and gane Himel, forme ? 
nd the ſenfation of this everlaſting love hath not 'worn"of,” but 


60 « increaſed year after year, ever ſinee it pleaſed God to reveal his 
% Son in me; that now I love his government, his yoke, his or- 
my dinances, which, with all my old religion, T zen IT find now 
if my frame alters, the times alter, My ſtate does not altet; m 
Lord and my God, alters not; my aſſurance, my joy, m ſtrength, 
4 alters not; all which I have frum God the Father, er. e- 
4% ſus the Mediator, by the Holy Ghoſt the comforter, in its con- 
| be ſtraining power, for 1 dare not;/"fay Fam not inelined to owl 
my time,” my 'thooghts and affeQiohs, as if I was under my old 
% way of religion; the power of "this ofp el 4 . 'Fam ſure 


LES | —— found it to come 7 with another pirit, life and power, thin 
* our preſent union-men believe.“ ; Par 


I have loved thee with an everlaſting love; therefor ce ches g, 
che trumpet ſounds, the jubilee opens in an everlaſting” goſpel, in 

- counſel and contrivance, pu * and promiſe,” in covenant ſet- 
* and all in Chriſt Je us 3 therefore, with loving Kindneſs 


have 


' 1.4, 4h. a0 d; di ant. case. 


co, 


dus Man-Chtiſt, chofen in, and when broug 


head and t 
groom and the bride with the fame love together; as chow baff loved 


(a |) 

dye I drawn thee, aye, drawn thee indeed, not driven thee; this is 
pip vs doings, r maker's ; it was the Holy Ghoſt's work to 
draw thee to Chriſt, not to an empty rofeſſion. So that the ever- 
laſting — of the Father, in his Son wit Jefag, by the foundation, 
cauſe, ſpring, motive and covenant, that ſecures all, that ſecures 
my holineſs and happineſs. And now, in this everlaſting love, we 
come to know in the chain of wonders the marriage loye prepared: 

od ſaw it was not neet that the covenant-glory-man ſhould be - 

ne, * he ftooil in union with the Son of God, and had 

nd” wy ttled upon him before the world began, yet he is not to 
ſtand alone, but'muſt'have a bride, a ſpouſe ; therefore He is called 
the Huſband "and Bridegroom of his arch ; and in La. ix. 6. the 
everlaſting Father; which he could not be without having everlaſt- 
ing children, which was in his mind-counſel and purpoſe, for fa- 


tler and child are coeval, of the ſame date; a man is a man before 


hehas an offipring, but not a father before he has a child. This 
perſon, our dear Lord Jeſus, was not to be alone, therefore the Fa- 
ther predeſtinated à fpouſe for him; preſented a ſpouſe unto him in 
all that 883888 glöry, perfection and beauty, that infinite wil⸗ 
dom had ordained for her, and be was to „bring her home com- 
pleat in all this beauty, as a glorious church, not having det of wrinkles 
or "any ſuch thing. For Tam not in time to come tõ what I was in 
eternity wich God; nor ſhall I come * it till J get into the o- 
ther ocean of eternity, upon the backſide of time. For the ſpouſe 
of Chriſt was to be a glorious body to him, a glorious ſpouſe - unto | 

| when | fr forth in covenant 
ſertlement, was 170 to this Man, ſubſiſting in God, and this 
glorious Huſband was, beſtowed upon her; fo Gad himfelf, in the 

erfonal union of both natures, lays the foundation of his grace in 

imſelf to marry” her, and to make that fecret marriage ii eternity, 
the — ſecurity of her open marriage in the goſpel - day of 
py and at the reſurrection-day before all creatures, according to 
Ta. v. 4, 5. For thy Maker it thy "I the Lord of bel is bus 


name, and thy Redtemer the holy ons of 1/ratl. 


Here take notice, that his deſolate and barren wife was the Gen- 
tile church, long before the goſpel had reached hex, or before ſhe 
had to men a (open) being in the world, yer, at that. time, her 
maker was her huſband, inaſmuch as his love is the bond of the re- 
lation, it Was all done to God, though it * all to be done as to 
men; for God had made it in the ſettlements that all the elect were 
become a ſecret ſpouſe to Chriſt, that in time openly it might ap- 
pear ; t his loye do them was as Chriſt has leclaréd. 3 xvli. 
23. 4 lt bel them as thou baff loved me ; that Is, Halt loved the 

| e members with the ſame grace, haſt thved the bride- 


. me, to make me their head and huſband, /o Ba thou loved them, ty 
make them my members and married ſpouſe. Obſerve here, that 


Chriſt way a helieving huſband when ſhe was an unbelieving Wife, 


and that he loyed her as he loved himſelf ; as rhe father hath hbued me, 
Jo have I l you ; from whence can this proceed in — 


a 


ble God, but from his grace in Chriſt Jeſus. by ever 


he loves 115 el 


me till I have the ſpirit of faith that diſcerns it? Muſt an intereſt in 


22) 


ments? And here I would draw ſome uſeful. aorta of 
rich, this glorious doctrine of eyerlaſting love. 
Uſe the Fir, I think it is no ways ex t ſor me o over 
look the heart · riſing, and lip- ring enemies a Ant this dodtrine 
everlaſting loye, in the ſenſe of pag at before belieying ; many, 
rather than believe 1 it. chogſe to die not ignorant, 91 1 K but in 
tron oppoſition to it. But, ble ſſed be dad he ſtirs me up to giv 
a faithful warning, to blow the | goſpel trumpet wy xr th men 
hear, or whether they will forbear ;_ for,we live in a ſleepy age 
—_— _ 79 3 na 3 the N racy hat + = news ; 
in of what's the trut what's the ev 
laſting love of God for me I It is a love 10 05 e me, My 
it came downto my poor ſoul ; this helps 1 u N PSY = 
membrance, more than all the dead, Hoh old ff lp 


and « conditions; they rather ſtike the Chritian dab dd 
Second. That Chriſt is mine, who ſaves me etern eternally; he 2 
mine with God before faith in the preparations and 


laſting love ; and mine as certainly to ou r believe, as he w 
be mine to my own certain knowle 


\ 


be 


t to Heaven to ber 
Sirs, haye you courage enoygh (I fk yr eter to V your 


hais if a man pluck them off your heads? 
. — h .to ſtand up for the doftrine 1 80 
throughou all ages, in her myſtical head from grenzt: 
frame, or natural — it is beſt to exerciſe 
= to ſuffer men, by their natural Ke to run down the 
God r | the 
un leſs it be a love of pity? Doth not Gad del * » wy 2 
Chriſt, even while he ＋* me in Adam? ge ty is, indeed, on 
of the ſweet points of Gale, P/al. cxvii. 4Y „ great 1s bis 
towards us; and as the Heavens are higher, than the 2 os 
1s mercy, coming from this n in Heave _— 
them that fear bim; and as his mercy is t ſapernatorel cauſe of that 
fear, ſo his everlaſtin love, Funded in bis good will, is the cans of 


en b cog 


2 — 


0 5 


tha: mercy ſhew evertheleſs, this dilznQion of God's love, that 
left, with a love of pity, before he believes, and wich a 


love of delight after he believes, is a very pitiful and e 


3n the ſenſe of the ſchools, * to ny a owed by the preachers of the 


Goſpel; for the ver peſo what 1s impoibl to be, 
viz. a change in the divine Being 8, G is loye inerènſes in his mind; 
Har it is not to me before. 97 rg it is after, which ſuppo 

change in the creature, to make a change in od. * wy it- 
tereſt in Che hriſt be a doubt in itſelf, becauſe, it is. a doub | thing $0 


Chriſt be an impoſſible ming till faith ſecures it! Myſt faith realize 
and aſcertain my intereſt, to God, becauſe thereby it is realized and 
aſcertained/to myſelf? Faith makes i it no ſurer to God * it was be- 
fore; therefore, let men remember to give more g el to God than bp 
fich; and more glory to Chriſt, who is the reveale object of 1 


1 


* 


. Aa eas aA _ a-- 


ARCs at = oth A Rm. ea AX. a 


( 23 Ty 

capa, Ah! ay ty any of Geb, 
IN are tif of ol As egy 7 it 5.1 
ne 46 big ee e priya» p34 4 46 

nato 0 as to 8 c f 

they never open the fe yoo Ag pay tod fat PB 8 
working fai 2 — 
ar ger bee with che r race, that been made 
— of the preacher preſſes thee to 

come: poor La ul lth ung wy li ted oven of com 
— 2 intereſt in everlaſtin thy ſpiritual 5 

very motion in t 


— — intereſt in the 

— — from thy union — Chrig: as the life and, 
ei of thy dave ring from their union wich the vine: As. 
is three union-relations to Chriſt, before faith commences in the. 
ſoul which is; firſt, eſe&ion-union; ſecond, repreſentation-union 3. 
and, thirdly, regeneration-union ; out of all theſe ariſes. a fourth 

viz. a vital union, which is the ſoul's cleaving 10 Chriſt by faith, 
1 for rhas * ings from union as ancient as eternit 4 
beloved, and Chriſt was to God 


— in God —— and by ber 3 1 
for that union, for that ſalvation, for chat Heaven, for that 


— 


comes, 

1 Lo ad he ne, to 
obedience 3 when, on the © ve found 

the law and condition, tothe ml Kenton 


SIR. 


brought we ano it G0 „ e 


# 
1 


„On che ; other hand, Teoeld Bever ta 4 tk: ls pine of 


| * was a licentious doQrine ; 

| . to de a Hicks bs Wis, unc yet men, in 

2 nature, as e Ran hle at it as they do at che in. 

of Chriſt, who was / kd Gyre tent cx Li 
maay in 1/ Fr 2 

"Ol! n For warne rr rp) . 

ay uneient grace 

See le makes eee eee | 

, whilſt the conditional offers leave the mind» in 

tion; but, by ſhewing that the operations of the Holy 


2 84 
Ghoſt, in creating faith, ſprings from everlaſtin 8 works faith w 


repentance, not as conditions, but as bleſſings of SITES 


n fruit of ancient love; not by 27 
dec Holy Ghoſt to be wrought in the ſoul, 
above; they grow not in 1 3 — 

bre 


624 6 
love; his is the way the Lord direQs unto, in Fer. vi. 16. 4 ſaith 
the 2 Te E 2 n Ball and aſt for Ile oli hack, wet 
it the therein, vel fo your /oulr 
Chriſt 21 old paths of election 2 [At 33 


craned thereby + the way of reſt auto m fol. ” ap 


4 It is no under the AA bat God, by the bleſſed comforters 

4 that though I find many alterations, as to comfort and enjoyment, 
«< yet I never fall away from the globe of love as the motion began 
*in God's heart with love, fo all the ſprings of mation, chat draws. 
«© my heart to Chriſt, are lines directed onwatds tilt they meet 
in love's center, and in the ſame glory · center that . them 
this guidance I never loiter nor lag, to zee intq other g 
«« - paths, (ſor no a- days — for grace) but go onbwi 
«© Jove's' till I meet in Heaven in loves —. 
« laſting ; to wity that everlaſting that is to be dra n out to ever 
« laſting again; love, like a circle or à ring, had a in itſelf 
« before ſed; but when cloſed, like a ring, ãt hath nd end.. 
But Tam ſtopt for a little moment in advancing forwards, let me 
rethe and g rel in my thou ts to everlaſting love, as to ĩts ſprin 
and riſe,” —— to wait, to hope, and believe that m 
* open forwards again in order to my ſetiling ſor ever 
And yet a road a an enmity in the minds of many ofthe. 

pany ainſt love ſettled and ſecored to the church from eve 

« that rathet chooſe with the fool to-believe that there is no» 
4e God; than to ive eredit to it, or admit this ſenſe of it. For this: 
union I am of, - tarries not for, nor depends upon, ,man's 
works, faith, and obedience, but is cemented by bonds of: everlaſting: 
love 3; this love. union is the only frame that holds all the bra nch- 
onjons-eonſequent in time thus Chriſt ſtanding in Gad, and lone 
ſettling upon our perſons in him, faith and — have their 
per places, and is ſecured by it, for ſaith, xe holineſs: of 
= and Amory ora Or can — nor 1 
| 's operation rm hem; 
* here I re Lee thug h. grace, on this I hve engaged ho pe I chooſe 0 
die: For I can (ce nothing againſt all this either in 18 or manners, 
there is 1 dat i. + for there id redemption- grace as 


1 


by 


the fruit — to ſecure inflaential | grace, by the ſpirit of 
faith udto the elect: Thete is nothing agaiuſt it i manners, for there 


js Chrift's wiſdom in the nature and moral bruhches of his covenant, 


and honeſty, to be ritten in every man's heart, as in the ful- 
— all-ſafficiency of God's councele, there could be n | 
ate „ ROE 1 . * ddr _ on 
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+ 2dar ive the CEP Pro „i rid tate wy tun 
xv. 9. the ergy bb loved 6. þ 
| array oo mediator, {© 


A) * Mu. 


Son of God, in all that glory i 6: 
ance bois WINS Rb ie ROI 
be talen her in anion 


y all . 8 * 
men and angela, at her abundant en 
ere 155 . — 2 — 


relations 2 | 
ia her Redeemer, - 


a 
E 


7 


Pathar, 


has and wayn of God, 


an him as the Mecliator, in the ſame ways 
This union and oneneſe ſettled 


8 


4 


9 5 

. . 4 

| 
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(26 ) 
dation of the 23 1 union delighted in of 2 a oo in the 
love of his delights rejoicing 2 | 
in kris Kere ud. 1 y his deligh 2 | 


before as after this confirmed union, he was dail — the 


delight of God in his fret works; p. the Father came af- 


terwards, to ſhew him the redemption of his fallen ſpouſe, it no 


ways interrupts the delight of Gov, nor the joys of Chriſt, but 
| N — g the N ſatisfaction. Prev bb 2 5 

in f the tart i 

mem. God deli 14 in 122 wt! how bn the wi ric low of 

and the Mediator delighted in them as he viewed them with the Fa- 

ther, and-receiyedthem-at his hands yt IONS 

Hence it comes to'paſs, from his on mediatorial love in 


us as the Father hath choſen him, that we ute members of hie bo- 


A „and of his bones, in the covenant · man, fore-ordain- 
to glory, and | by the covenant ehovah Lettled in it; as the a- 
oly: Ghoſt, in choſt amaning 

v (not duly res by — — vhich / deſcribes the 
fe f Chrit, in Bb. aw ct — are members of his body, of 

Bis fleſn, and of his — or 

ood in God) before ours, or ever we had any 

—— fleſh, 3 by the par of ks bly, 
to” into glory, a . 

E right b xt & 

, we uſually 0 

d en him, not cou that he was 

tute-man, and then — br — next into his man- nature; 

; | O incomparable love! not to be matched by men or-angely U ht 


1 


+ it no hi 


love hath Chriſt expreſſed to the chutch, which che c eamnever 


"expreſs to Chriſt ! as our natural image comes from him, ant when 
- he hath given us a new nature, we cannot, in our new nature come 
to him and love him without himſelf drawing us 3 and yet all this, 
\which we cannot comprehend, flows from his ancient dose; ſot, 

conſequently, Chriſt and the church were one myſtically;/:-ns-a man 
and his wife of twain becomi 5 a of. the myſti- 
cal union between Chriſt and his church. uality 3 
o ia —.— has God pitched u w his fon-to be the man, o his 


een vo the Pacer kt pitch po her, and had made 


preſentation of her; Chriſt loved her, as man, from his Father, 


ad thats to become her bridegroom 3 and in that relation, was 


t ſecret until the ulagſt of time, as the Holy Ghoſt's!) 
"bs Chriſt's incarnation ; ndertook n 


her eſta- 


- bliſhment; in the ſame relation co him, tht the ſhould be — 


maintained, and —— up for God. 

Thie was the ſecret glory of the church, 41 3 
1 God and Chriſt ; and this was the 
her untò glory, to wit, che _ 
- brought about by various 


he had a' ſecret. glorious body (as he 


1 - 


that was to follow, to be 0 
means, which was 4hereby. to - 


- bo wrought up to her bene glory, according t0 the i 


* I ) 
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glory to eternity ; 4 glory pond . 
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m yery life te God in thoſe times.of I e he ee 
od mo in — 55 10 * ed em he Nang in J fe . | 


ve 
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Thames rums throngh London Bridge, 5 — argues 2 00 the re was 4 "6 
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of ſins, and 1 be a zich and 1 4 
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EK Lore, r 4 
ag in _ 
which . ſaid. I muſt he hn by dew this ny an 
der about the covenant- many aud Saviour of a 
the, On Dane under-fall councils of God | 
ſh conſulted, who was tow oxi) ma ent- * 
ly in in — of a church h beuuty, u Zion ths | 
tion — ty, Þ/al. I. 2. n a the 1 
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| the incarnate union, the Hol Holy 


Iy proves the love of the Holy Shot unte e — rl 
. of whom Chriſt, under the 9 of the Hol Ghost, n da- 


bach ee me under his n 


f alt 450 Pl e «7 275 
hoo 5 27255 pf 1 Cone 


0 1 


HM 


to be preſented auto ths Father; > $6 the! 
in the formation und F 

| A  p er a 

wit 2 Fee "ever! | [bye e 

loved Chriſt; For af * 


1— codes. 
9 e whkk 


e! ann vom 
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Jeſus, eſus, before the world it was 2 et her huſ- 

d's hands to Adam ; love, ce be do all 2 

fore combine to reſtore her to 2 2 

ruins, who has kept ber portion for #2 

all from — 4 ha” 
Lol the difference between ru reſt in. WA N 


non-ele& had all their portion put in 22 fo 
all in him, but the ele fle@ had grace and glory hep 
and only their 228 dition, or their nat ah port. 4 
daw's ; that now their huſband, po — 

tore for them, recovers gradually her nature — better thi 

than theſe, or than ever Adam had in Eden, for her relloration, 
— is more glorious than ever Adam's ſtate was in innocency, 


h the church fell from Chriſt, as created in his image and 
yet never fell from the grace and glory of his heart, ſettled 

— him befpre the world be for it was not in the. 
offin or Satan, to remove what God had fixed by oath, and, a ets in 
covenant.; this was what preſerved her, therefore Maker Ky 4 
was her huſband, ſtretched forth his han 2 cau; cht her, as 
neee Wee, doch, 


C 455 "of man, 


kind, ſne was not abſolutely ſo great a; loſer as t r the reſt of , 
mankind lof their all, all aches ag y, righ e Þ and i . 
cy; and indeed ſhe loſt the ſame, but here he the difference, | 
had another ſtock, her main ſtock was in hands than dean's, 
bring hid with Chrif i in God ;. Nevertheleſs it was ordered, to be im- | 
oſtble ſhe-ſhould be ever brought to God, and ſo to Heaven, to 
er huſband, till all the obſtacles of, her lapſed ſtate be removed by, 
Chriſt's mediation ; God's everlaſting s. purpoſes were that all his 
love ſhould ſtop, not be broken — and unchang geableneſs of love 
within God. is conſiſtent with ſto u g the — ot love, till, 
Chriſt by his mediation became God's ways to us; P fall 
we loſt his love communicatively, ao mers. tg. the tl mn ly ot... 
roviſionally, for Chriſt was not to come, to purchaſe his r's. 
to ove, 2 to open the wem eee of it, to open — * 
ſor all ſorts of grace, as ranſom „ r 
of acceſs, orting and confolatin grace, and —_— 
ſages of Jove, which the fall had ei eg. wp. 
It was an unſpeakable ſcene. of glory laid! Nerd beſore 
it opens, it is moſt fit the glory 24 by the door of 22 + ory 
executive purpoſes, by —— have fully ſhewn grace to 
in that the fallen creature, by itſelf could — re itſelf ; S God. 
therefore, to bring all to paſs, ordained the * bleſleth them, 
to anſwer the end, to accompliſh his everlaſting glory, or to. meet 


as ſo many lines in the center, in the man Chriſt Jeſus and his ſpouſe; , 


and now it is that the ſeeret love of God, brought fort] in the - 
pen ways and means of its, execution, remains according to the, 


Setlaflag he had made in Chit. 
But 1 kat red wa all the ancient glory be bse, 
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till the church be gathered in collectively by regen eration, which 
enn ages, and the is to paſb through many 
changes in her time · tate, "Ds find it an hard thing to believe, 
ugh the eaſieſt thin in life when God gi faith} e believe 
Leda ly into che fulneſs of Chriſt, and ſee into that anei- 
ent gio . es oder 

To make this ſure, the Lord che Mediator, — with 
che Father in a humb IT they ordained that the — 
ſhould be emptied for” — red mtmet, ant rv 

her duſt, Arp army tage rats an fin; — ep 
enacted, that the Mediator muſt be horn, and die for her, and reſtore 
her; the royal: law paſſes by the votes of all che thyee in Heaven; 
ly Adam is created the firſt open human means, by all the 


perſons in God, and it muſt be ĩn Godꝰꝰ image, or after the nature 
and likeneſs of the glory- man, not aſter the grace · likeneſi, much leſs 
the glory - likeneſs of ihe Mediator; our image, our Use ſays 
the three that bear record in Heaven, the 


then 

eovenant God's fellow, in whom 9 pany ores 55 — 1 
gl „are known, therefore called, Cal. f. 1 TOTS 
1-7/4 Gad, the Jirft-born of every creme; vr 

before the foundation af abe world, John xvii. 24. in this way of inter- 
| „a clear anfwer appears to the old cavil, How can there 
0 an everlaſting union, an union befbre faith, when wears deſerib- | 
eld as dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, children of wrath” by nature, &c. 
How can a man berelated to n 


to Adam 48 ahead ——— —— 1 
as all nature's treaſure was put into Al „ſo all 
and glory treaſures were put into Chriſt's hands; but Aae nature 
by „3 us by the loſs of 
a nature's holineſs, and nature's communion 
Fon ess Os . ring by he to 
our ſpiritual of grace and we loſt no 

fall of that glory ſettled upon us in fr fin befor che wor 

oly ly, 


Hence it is a believer is 
wa 3 yot nd no! pur, 


at the ſame time, on 4 
as a rom is 25 owner and the lod hn and 
the landlord, yet no one counts this 1 — 1 
But our fall from nature makes it abſolutely neceſſat , that we 12 
all recovered and made the children of God again, A ich in Chriſt | 
Jeſus, to bring us up to a meetneſt fqr, and | potion of the inhe- 
—— upon us as cherlaſting children, br children of 
Chriſt, by adoption from the Fither, upon which, when the Ho- 
Le Ghoſt gives us faith, we are built : This diſſolves the old knot, 
r 2 different way, not how in the ſame way related 
t heads, our nature head, by Adam, our grace and 
=> head by Chriſt, and ſo the love of God appears unchangeable, 
one round of loye, paſt, preſent, and to come, agreeing with hig 
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name, I am, John iv. 16, a aut 22 
that Gad bath te u, Cod it owe, and 6 
in God, and God in him ; all which ſets 
loved Chriſt, and how he hath loved us i 
hath loved us according as he hath ſeen 
"And as the Fithw hath Joved —— 
is plainly meant the glory- love ancientl | 
ancientiy towards ey a pens with im hath 
ved, will match with everlaſting — d& wi 
venant of his love and ere owned n 
Beſides, if Chriſt ood chus in che love 
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Mediator „ God-man, tobe bur perſon fo! 

but ir is vot ſulicient, if: we da not a 

— egy ve ate —— to caſt that thy 

ſhadow, ? As the ſhadow of a tree comes from the tres, but the tree o 

3s befor of it; o Chriſt exiſted with God; a v1 
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had never; 1 Tages had ot 2 
— — church fay 
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Hiction — to Qhꝛiſt j Oh! 
| -thus . 3 _ worms as 8 
ou doſt exact payment us 60 vine ice, vat e 
Sek we muſt go to a al e 

remedy, muſt be our remedy, his provifien” our 

ee thy had he wpon the 2 ——— Let par 
Pon ther in-iecre upon the man exalted as reſponſible 
for ever. —— — [Upon the fon of man, whom thou "madeft 
frog for thy/eff; madeſt on RE eas a covenant-ſubfil- 
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wa” 1 ful . the:ope | ri 
_ open veſtures of che bei e ; ih they 
0 —— This wa uture as — 2 
an ase of it to her, and 


1 1 
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.of the myſtical body in an open union 


3 ſhe 


( 34 ) 
being, of it to od; For he hath he A covered. 
he hath done 2 a brideproom, — gs n 
open nuptials, bing er A your * doth it in the open face of 
man. © 

Here now it is that Chriſt's loverife op in an equality of God's 
= — her, e eros — Eu in hid, — "—_ union for the 
church. ination in mptio 
ate coequal depths and wonders of the grate of God ; fo ton by iv 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by redemption —＋ „ and the Holy 
Ghoſt by tion, and the ultimate meaſures of ſanRi 
have finiſhed all 4 glory, by — it u 1 to that 

2 -glory ory of the predeſtin the Facker, ale 
myſteries Chen —— union, and then 

— doko ght 19; paſs that m ſterious p, in Chriſt's 
Fohn xvii. 21. That they all may one; as; rbau, 4 

# thee, that they may bt one in 1; neee _ * $I 
ver: 234 expreſſeth it; '! TS ; 1 
This is to be el es t at the open Erbe 
be effected by who =h ED : 25 — 
to God and Doi. ub 


was laid with God upon the found + honorees "Thus 
T have made our, how g is doe copy in in — k. 
ment of the Father, as the foundation und 
thing outwardly, by Chriſt, and have hereby" Down that the Trey 


, Father, Sqn, nb oly Spirit, do act diſtinctly in their order 


Chriſt, ant I look upon js way to be the ſhorteſt of expreſe- 
in and an 2 ue of the marrow ofthe goſpel. 


ye Oh! £3 has Chriſt ſet 4 his loye in the. Canticles, 8 | 
anſwerable to all the high diſcoveries I have re preſented his love b 


in other portions of . and was khe how ouſe of Chriſt ever in 


ph 4. of loving at (ts „ "the knew the coul could. not, 
had: a 8 2 his love i in that vehement love, deſeri 

Cant. viii. 6. Set me as a ſeal upon thine beart, as a ſeal upon thine 
arm, for love is front "as death, jealouſy ir as cue as the greve, "the coal 
'thereef are coal of fre, ait moſt vehement flame. 

Set me Zo a g's thing heart. © Oh! it was a higher Aral of love 
and x 5 engraven, than it could be of love and du 
to defire N 11 05 more or her to de ſet as a ſeul upon Chr 
wut. than it was to alt it var ker Os Heart, and With her Ups 
"together. is WE 

As a 22 this x. 11 was a higher kin of doe in Child. 
10 ſeal the 4 upon his arm, or mediation-power where with he 
was inveſted, to embrace her, and fo preſent her name to God, in 
the very office ſhe ſaw he was to bear in Heaven for her, via, the 
mediatory- relation he undertook to manage and purſue as an 
Prieſt with the Father, in all his pleas to . 2 it could be 4 
ſtrain of love in her to beget it at the throne of grace. 

Fer love is firong as death, Oh! fays W ſeal me, for —— 


CS) 8 


hing for me; thy love is ſtrang, and 
ut 1 425 oF: death, as death .of pier 
rd, 2 e for ine, {0 
tre ty l. f 15 4 Chops his love to feel it ; ſo ſtrong is | 
to wade through it; bu 5 7 is it not expreſſed fironger e 
if it, be meant of "Chriſt's ove? I anſwer, deere Besse, ta 
death, was the fulneſd* ee e whereas here 
be ate 19 undertake an tle of death. No- 
as ftrong as death, ſets out che fultieſs of love ta undertake 
it 2 fol ſtrong av death te chooſe a firong dearh; the death of the 
e un lover A d 
ſo ſtronger than death to conquer what he-undertook.... 


. 1 K tes SRI . 

e had ſaid 7 eal me I know the or 
thy love will thee down hither?" s 1 When thou comeſt 
into the world, I know alteady; by de breathing" of thy Ups, 
that thou yalt do more chan that 7 For me: Thoù wilt do more 

ſeal me, thou wilt die r me: Oh, ſeal me for thine! For I Know- 
thou wilt truſt me alone in this world ! Seal me, for I am not ſafe! 
without it! the Devil coùrts me, the world ſonietimes flatters me, 
my on wicked heart betrays me, and is ofener worſe than all 1 
feel upon me; Oh! ſeal me; ſeal me, and do not live in j 5 
for it would be wo ; gr trial to thee, to bear the los of me; 
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IFy 2 oſing me ny conſtant 
duty, from falne(s an 3 
a0 th e-covenant, às a wife with thee in the dear 
relation, is a fire that will make ha ae > 40 
ſecure me more to thee from the the 
Lord my God" ts a jealous God.” = concludes 
of th n of Ne, rhe uh, ady" wt 
vehement flame, it will break out as fark is rm te 


fire, and ſhew the ye of the 
roves, that the love of t ſpouſe nb. 

of Chriſt to her. Therefore the "faith 3670 155 
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from: the ER Rem; be all 
Hai that loverh me. From my A Res: Gol ben kim, 


communicated to. him, from the pattern-loye. of the” Father,” — 
fountain an oy all ** f influential love hos 3 
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dreſt upon nothing but eternal - grace, henwäll love EIS 


and experience 
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loved of my father mare o y int his Hence, by ſweet - 
thats e be” 1 o be de 37 1 
2 be 5 
Falle will love h 1 ſe bath et Uſtovered. 
himſelf unto him, my Ya bo is | 
tad. Ml ove line + Twill lov ip pr SETS 
and. diſcovery, by, extraordinary! ſoul, 7 | 
tears of JON. 1 willow, him — —— my on ann 
veying the t of m er! EIS, 
r D $44 M136 eee nth : d me "17348. 
* And will manifyf pb unto les, . 8o-thatthe love is: te 
be i U love, * — upon 1 
goon 2 pur e \gractous track 3 N 
1.18 85 wi gun 98 and , darkneſs, hers (he was Rout: * 


laws in verſe 23; + 2515 
. N l Jive: "II by open mand; 
feſtation to his ſoul; be will open that to his ence he never 
ſaw to his heart, he could not believe was in e let 
for him; he will love itim more inte the knowl arr 
lave; to melt and: humble lum, to rejotce-ant ſettle 
all perils and dangers chere below. e N 
©" pit rt util rent wird Eier. Ih à Wa 3 
ſon orf God, With morefetiſible operations df che, preſence 
ce hon ty comforter; And 225 more aud. er eviden evidences/of 
e Pour: — em * 4 * hat Af we. will 
6 5 Fa N Son, 101 Spirit. {2 
"2a Aim. His 1 5 Mall wbitations 
1 es 2 U he ſtrong. 
, communion of heavenly 
life. with, bal, 5 py: rats . a be a | have: more aſſur auer, more 
225 ren fix I and Fs Joys 
A bort Gel al e aw. ee 
urge a ew arg! Ae pe thew 7 what Me are dear 
to as; Nx. earneſs to. Ohritt, upon; ꝓrayer, 
e temptations and, lnfirmities,. But 1 place. it abr 
cording, $0, * = As 8 wing argumente. 
_HrgumentFirkt.. Tobe den in above the regeh of natyre, 
wy G 75 father dee Ee. becauſe 
to * oft it 15 e 2 zan under e 
a 46 be e 5 is. PS 5 a other pieces +4 
ucture, * neration, o | 
Kiehn „ andere Muß 6 bares 5 oe 2b Ne 
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nabe to 8 LA 3 5 "ren 7 am TY 
in prayer to en object of op and wins or, 2 1 
have my comfort hate?! "behold my dearneſs in the views and ao 
ments of obje& Ehriſt, for Criſt, and der f pri, "Fm Vow 
the glory of the duty, all the evidences in * an 1 
roully receive them, therefore my dęarnefs Kar 
rom . yy not from my praying or mourning, Ro 7 jo: 
| ad, To be dear 40 Chriſt, is free love, 9 
eee band: of leve. Out converſign 
| 2 though brought about by ſevere juſtice 
eſus Chrif, far, when hen, ſod : am we find both © — 
al mation in ke The. Father. here ſhews üg by the. 
— What he did by Cbria; I drew them with Hall motives 
e I ,togk from the firſt: r 9 with bands 
, Covenant 1 lope; obligations by . — 
Cn 1 loved lum, [- them 2 Aids, ind gave thin = 152 
ey aa us it is not 0 am 
id at $5.5 to e 


Pent give vent and utterante, and { 
Ralf : Tometimes it comes into che Tot with a V E i 
wer, x melting Kindneſs, - a breet ind irreſiſtible impulſe,” a 
cal of loving kindneſs and dom not meddle with our duty of 
praying, ni6urning;! * of Ari „ee. yon ear know, aa prdps 


that t makes you come tly upon: Fe gs 
ſoleminy too; e may be may de, feel — ps 
80 f. ſometimes in prayer, 


divine dope grabe, 9 
Fine lott all that! Nen — — had a few 


7. that which grace ka t u * — —— 

; when I have EE nor roadi 
reid wa in my bed; 9 Tra n worn 
of praying, when I _ n | 
Now -if Th 


n 4) ber from, 20 2 ds 
CH, ue Haare 22 — 
(bleſſed be the Ld ee a et be 


— — a we 2 8 — = hb 
my —— rt is often damped EEE | 


—— a why to proſeſs 7 ſubjection 
tha Lord. ba is ae — 0 — — — Its 
— — prefer a cold N ore none ct all: It is * 
2 24 to 


(38. ). 


to bring words that want 2 ſoul, than neglect to bring our badies,. 
that have ſouls in them: Take with you words, Hf. Xr, 2. if you 
cannot take the ſpirit, and pray; ſtill it ſhews, me that I am not. 
to judge of my ſtate by prayer, except it be Chriſt's prayer for me, 
(and indeed one fight of Chriſt's love, is worth more than all the 


* 


prayers of the church of God) ! et 2 to bleſs God that grace 


was ſo free to me in the wilderneſs, when I had thrown up all 
for the world, the fleſh, and the devil; I pray, to bring m thank», 
offering before him, that I was dear to Chriſt, befole r 

one requeſt to God in my life ; Now here is reaſon to pray con- 
ſtantly, becauſe I know that all believing prayer, is built upon 
Chriſt's interceſſion, and that ſpirit given me from Chrift will teach 


me to pray. with an eye de all further Aer ae of loye, which 


the Advocate hath 1 way for unto my foul: This is praying 
in faith, according to what God hath ſaid ſhull come to paſs, char” 
Before they call, J will anfoer ; and while they art yet ſpeaking, I will 
bear, La. Ixv. 24. * 2 CP 2 1 a 1.4 127 
Argument Third. To be dear to Chriſt, is preventing g 
in the very ſettlements of grace in Chriſt Jeſus,”as my calling, 
and conſequently, my. praying proceeds from thoſe ſettlements 
and donations of grace that firſt made me dear to him, 2 Tim, i, g. 
Who hath ſaved us, and called ut with an 'boly calling; not according 
10 our works, but according to his own. purpoſe and grace, which: Was 
given #9 in Chrif before the warld n. 
Argument Fourth. To be dear to Giri 1s without a 2 
His Iove is ſtill unchangeable, 2 Tim. ii. 13. if. wwe believe not, yer 
be abideth faithful; faithful to his promiſe and covenant; if we are 
unfaithful-to. our engagements, he is alſo faithful to renew us agai 


* * 
_ 


unto believing; if we are frail or faulty, and from either cauſe 


do believe not, yea he was faithful for us, and to us, before we. 


believed on him; to ſend Chriſt Jeſus for us, to take away our fn, 
and the obſtacles that ſhould. lie in the way of our ' effeQual call. 


ing; ag alſo to preſerve us in Chriſt Jeſus, till the time gf our 

came, and in all he ſhews it to be che ſettlements of un- 
changeabie grace that makes us dear to Chriſt. 
Argument Fifth and laſt. To be dear to Chriſt, is an orderly 
love. It is a relation built upon, dear to God in love, and then 
at length, in flowing down, ſecures our obedience, praying and 


mourning, dc. as obedience flows from Chriſt's love, not Chriſt's 


love from our obedienca. How then is it, if we do as our teachers 
and miniſters direct us, we may be dear to Chriſt? Moſt certainly, 
i ever we do ſo, it , is; becauſe we are dear; we were dear long 


before we did it, as the true and only ground of our being brought 


uſußß 6 ht 0h ee 25.1, 46 bard) 

To vive the reader therefore ſome help, in à conciſe ſtate of the 
matter, in a —— — to the word of God, 
as yea and yea, not yea and nay, let u, ar wilt and underflanding 
he the will of the RA Ep. — 17. look at a right converſion 
to the Kingly office of Chriſt, For all ſound a, 

| ing 


put up, 


— 
— — 


i in corecign ta Chriſt, muſt, 

othet, nyinced of this, chat Ae r 

prieſt! oflice, 3 ls it can beconverted to his Kingly veto that 1 a 
it muſt firſt have ſome hope of pardon, e it can have any plea- 
ſurein „though it is done by 1 power of the Kingly office, 
in the light o the office, or what we may call the pro heti- 
— office of Chriſt: Fake Converfion, or the act of 5 ways 


the — : _—_— chop — be hy - Horn | him 1 * 


thoughts * Although 5 ht at once, in the ſame 
ünſtant, and when we are brought to new as of converſion, or 


BS again (I mean from ſelf, from ſin, and creatures) 


EN bs ur goſpel-ſalvation, ilk the fame in 
1 25 prieftly and ON a © 40 5 2 of His" ri 5 


ouſneſs and * 7 he the croſs,” or plea 

advocacy on e the Ii e e 

Iogs,. by the holy ſpirit. and in the ace aud love of this, Nero 4 

or in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft,; given unto us, we are pre- 
to turn unto him, asour Kin "Huſband, under his own 

eet and eaſy laws, ſuited to our 175 relation by the Holy Ghoſt. 


Moll then, %l by by freſh experience cel. fe 6 bis Blood, and Mera 
5 tice, his gy oe, Lean never 
_ —— unto his — Me — is Propoſed 


in Chriſt, doth but bewilder a foul; 
Tn Ae c which the ſpirit i his work & uh on me, 
takes away the ſtony e * 
it 


Gee gen e of Fe N bringe h — Jorf 
8 this * 


at the di 
irh from all r, before I can 


*tis his 2 25 
e 3 T am . 4 and can ſay, 


. 
* 


Nee xxxvi. 25 =” ge 4 Dd ape 
the ſotenening of m nature; adirty fine 
foe TAE wg ore 41 <1 prinkl: 
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, clean water gs and you ſhall be clean 
and next % new „ 1 
% ſpirit vals put within you; and I will- take aw wy the on 

7 out of erte —5 +l hp aj — Thi of 
"2OWS g part ; are 

yielding obedience to Chriss Kingiy office, a "nil m 
66 ”"_u within you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes ; ye ſhall 
oc ü eee 3s 26h - | | 


er 
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E ek bt 1 Kr pid 5 
God by Chriſt, o the proper Panik ien (or atonement 

ull ſacrifice). 5 an 2 Sit & e 5 for all the fins of the 
le& ; the reſponſibläneſs ofn 9 upon his 1 
the Son of God; and the of ing rey Meese to 18d per n — 
15 foungtd, u on his oven. as R 3 my copfal 


tion ariſeth i a ſight of the ſpirit's * my Tout, a 
faith, t Chrift's ſatisfaction was made for me; e 1 iter 


through grace, it was made for me; beſti © canie to Chriſt, I am ex- 


entelly encouraged it wad for me to procue my r 

0 Chriſt, S Gay heart to come to Chriſt, and take or 
en with Minas Ty wem und then to come to Chriſt for 

onfirming "evidences of i it, by <br 4 Aud the Lord be 


to give me goſpel- faith, di faith u NIE punney | 


and made for me; for my A y, and h J cannot 
my heart to come, yet the ſatisfation that Chriſt th made for im 


— 


fins can, and doth bring me to come to * of. God by Chri of g 


I muſt ſee the prevalency of the ſacrifice and the 
the facrifice edle in che Lord's eovenant to be for me, if ever 1 
come to Chriſt to recerve conſolation from him; for I laok to wha 
I ſee, tlie pdſitive . proper ſatisfuction made by-Thriſt for me, 
for all my fins before 1 had a heart to come, us the cid, of of 
Chriſt made to God was for me, in order to procure a beli 
heart to come, even when I had no heart to edme, to feſt 
on Chriſt, becauſe I have the diſcoveries already, which were proc 
eured by the ſame ſatisfaction, às 1 ſaw his righteouſneſs and bloed 
were for me. in particular. My heart never ſpiritually ſet out upon 
u may. be, it was otherwiſe. I gid not come to Oben upon 
perſwaſive ifs, but I came upon poſitive drawings to the object 
man, in clear and diſtinct Giſcoveries of his perſdn; righteouſnefs and 
grace to my ſoul; I felt his r, after I beheld his fulneſs'; Ta 
it to de for me, before I'had'a heart and courage to take it up . 
gain, he drew) me to himſelf, he won me to his righteouſneſs, melt- 
ed my heart, and overcame me with his beauty, in the very -diſco- 
veries of himſelf to me; the motions of my ſteps had never i 
the views and joy of my ſol, in looking unto Jeſus," never had pr 
ceded; if diſcoveries had not taken off uncertainties, I am ſure there 
had been no effectual influence on my will, to bow me and incline 
my heart to Chriſt ; The certainty of itin my _ made me run; 


J got 
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; q ( 41 ) 
I got more ground now in a thought, than I uſed to get under 
„. for of motives and ene for goſpel - faith i no bid 
faith, nor round - a- bout faith ; if I ſee my object certain, it draws 
my heart to him; I cannot often ſee his ſmiles, but I, muſt be 
changed in the whole frame of all I ſee by them. The ſweetneſs 
of love, in the certaihty of the object, overcomes. He ſhews himſelf, 
and I come by the ſame grace; I ſee, but he always reveals his loye, 
and diſplays his arm, in the light-of God's countenance, before I 
move forward, the light ſhines, and takes mine eyes, before I ap- 
roach the ſame obſect; and then am made at length to roll my- 
elf on Chriit, to rely and cleave, to truſt and repoſe my entire con- 
fidence in him my Lord and my God. 49%" 
Here I would perſonate ſome poor ſoul that wants Chriſt's help. 
come to him, it may be, reader, this is thy caſe, thou ſeeleſt an hard 
heart, and à capdve ſoul's bonds, and art ſtraitened within thy- 
ſelf, and wanteth a coming power, added to thy ſeeing eye, to come 
and venture all that thou art, and haſt, fin and grace, upon Jeſus 
Chriſt. The cauſe of thy bondage may be, . becauſe thou haſt ſet 
up inherent grace in thy thoughts, and bowed down in thy ſoul un- 
to it, and then no wonder if og art bowed down in thy ſoul for it ; 
thou haſt bowed unto it, and honoured grace in thy ſoul, as. if 
race was Chriſt, as if frames were Chriſt, as if drawings, ſtirrings, 
| and begun hopes were Chriſt; and thus, poor ſoul, thou haſt been 
kept at home in ſelf-praces, ard wanteſt a heart to come to Chriſt : 
Poor ſoul! What muſt I ſay unto thee? mine errand is this, Hear 
what the ſpirit ſaith ute them that mourn in Zion, 1/a. Ixi. 1, 1 
Sent me to bind ap the- broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to capti bas, 
tht opening of the priſon to them that are bound. *, © * 


" - 


Come, poor ſoul, mind the next diſcqverjes 3; ſee if he doth not 
ſhew thee more in Chriſt than thou haſt ſeen ig meekneſo, patience, 
love or kindneſa, written upon any heart of fleſh; ſee if there be not 
more in the twinkling of an eye, when the ſpirit ſhews thee#Chriſt's 
face, than thou bad ſeen all thy days of Chnit by reflection, logking 
into * and poring upon thy graces ; Come then, poor 1qul, 
at the Lord's releaſe, Ja. xlV. 13. he Hall let Pn Ge and 
freely give up all thy charters into the Lord Chili's nds; and 
ſee there is amore excellent ways than making and l ſo mach. 
to inberent z gixe it up all at one mighty word, at one migh- 
lift of — ſpirit of Jeſus, inte Chriſt's hands, and „3 ol 


* 


Chriſt Jeſus, alone, as it is a way to have more grace than ever; for 
thus halt thou been kept at home, in ſelf-gx inſtead of be 
kept on Sen n Lend. N . 92 ” r 


I begin to tellit you as che ſſ irit order! began it dn his feſt 
«* ſhi gk and-guiding forth — the „Chriſt: 
% Here | have ſtays and mighty underproppings, that me up. 
«5 while I view, the ſame diſcover 8 Mw am inſtantaneous hope 
in mine eye, a Chriſt, the Chriſt of God in all rn 


* fulngſp, in all his freeneſs, ſet before me, my heart is rait 
*. yet again my heart ans mine eye hath hops, and yet mine 
| © heart, 


— — 


« heart 18 treacherous ! mine i full of encop mei 
Y 


Im 
to C 


wr Th) 
( 42) 


2 my heart (1 have ſtill ſuch a body of this death, Oh my heart), is 


& fearful! I ſee'the faireſt face in Zion ! the chiefeſt of ten thou- 


* ſand! the firſt-born of Paradiſe! Adam's elder! Angels ſovereign! 
« the eldeſt Glory-ſon ! and all the Angels of God bow before him! 
« I ſee him brought down, and his face marred, his body mangled 
© on the croſs | f ſee it for me, and yet my heart, Oh! my heart! 
& I know not how I come to take, to hold the ſame faſt ! It wear- 


eth off again, and I ſeem to be but where I was ! Thave moſt, pùre 
 « diſcoyeries, and yet my heart's unclean ! I fee ty giory-word, 
heart is wan- 


© O0 Lord, for ever ſettled in Heaven, and yet my 
« dering ! I have better fights than ever without me, and yet my 


die heart is worſe than ever within me! It is a heart called to come, 


« and yet it cometh not! Theſe views have not been without the 


„ voice of Chriſt, who hath ſaid unto me, be of good cheer-!' Here 
* is now a diſcerning faith, which let in my comfort, and this diſ- 


« cerning faith is diſtin from coming, it is ſeeing the Son, and 
<« bleſſed be God, though I am often in bonds, I can ſee the Son 
« of God till!” , "OD EY ION ! 
Well, next is the coming faith to Chriſt, without the deeds of the 
law. Motion-faith is from myſelf to Chriſt, and more of the ſpirit's 
work with freedom ſteps ; as diſcerning-faith was within myſelf, 
by Chriſt's ſhining in by free encouragement, I would open if a lit- 


due from ſome gracious experience, for I know it is. a myſtery, and 


ay ſay, with truth, I never knew what the doctrine of coming 
riſt was, I could have no right thoughts of it, by all my 
conjectures of the practical way of n coming, coming 
to. Chriſt, did but make a ſound, till the Holy Ghoſt inwardly 


| _— it me by my own experience, and then led me on in cotning, 
den 


in coming ſtill to Chriſt oftener: Well then, it was thus with me. 
The gracious ſpirit of God made willing to drop all my cargo on the 
ſpor, all my 2 and treaſures laid up for many years. Laid vp ? 

ye, laid up for Heaven. But I was prevailedon to renouner and give 
up all my preparations, my qualifications, my hearing, my tears, 
my obeying; my praying and preaching, that it ſhould be no hin- 
drance to my motion God-wards ; and as to all that appeared ma- 
terially „in the things afore recited, grace ſtrengthened me in 
the change, to reſign them up, and truſt not one of them, and'fo I 
ood ſtripped, while diſburthened of all things, which F bad taken 
up once 1n profeſſion, to ſave me without Chriſt: That in this con- 


dition, when Icame to Chriſt, I came light, with joy M my ſoul, 


and the burthen ot fin dropt off upon the firſt diſtinct views. Now 


this was the opening of my way, and fitting my ſoul, hy Chriſt, to 
. - come. unto himſelf ; my firſt coming lay thus in the motions: of 


my ſoul. Th 


My Lord, I have nothing, Lam nothi to thee, I came with 
4 nothing: I came to thee naked, becauſe I fee my cloathang pro- 
vided ; my. riches gathered, my robe and all in thy hand * 


0 


* 
* 


and yet 
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| and thine 


- ce 


thy fitneſs as God and mananſwers my condition; as God thou, 
haft taken off all diſcouragements, enlightened 88 and 
breaketh my bands in two: As man, thou waiteth to receive me, 
N 604 that waiteth ſnd gown Thy fulneſs hath, 
not only broken in upon mine , but hath broken up t my, 
ſecret thoughts and ways before me, and hath broke off all my 
old excuſes ; thy freeneſs in n coming down for 
me, to make the ſatis faction, and that ſo early in thy love, be- 
fore I openly needed any, thy freeneſs to do it for me, when fo 
many were paſſed by; thy freeneſs to me by grace, when ſo many 
viſible brave and illuſtrious ſouls paſs their days in a ring of 
nature, run their courſe (through man's proſperity) in nature's ſum- 


mer, and yet, like leaves, drop off in autumn, are caſt into Hell 


in winter, and never ſaw one ſpiritual beam of diſcovery” from , 
the glory-ſun. iow free is thy grace ! tis to me and not afother!- 
— of it to me, when I was fighti oft, thee in 


ads, that 


that-now I am. 


— 


from ſelf and home, and come tq thee the gate of, mercy ! 
to thee the door of life, who art 8 by the Father to = | 
believed on. Mine heart is falſe, but thine is a true heart for me 


I venture upon the fulneſs, fitneſs, and freeneſs of thy own true 


heart for me, and dare not deſpond, notwithſtanding the treach- 
ery. of my own.; thou art all life, which I ſet againſt my fre- 
quent dead heart ; thou art immortality, and I come to thee ; .. 
whoſe immortality is ſet againit my own body of death: I come 


to + light againſt my own darkneſs; and yet I come with thy 


40 Wo 
thee by thine own light upon me and about 1 ; fince thou haſt, 


„ thy lanthorn at my feet, P/a/. cxix. 105. and I venture to 


faid, O Lord, unto my heart, be nor farhle/s bus believing z, Lord I 
have this body of death, but I come by thy grace to cleave.to thy 
life! I have the baſeſt nature ſurely in the world, but I come to 


| the lamb without a ſpot for me ! I come to thy beauty, and ſet thine 
holineſs for me againſt all the challengers of law and conſcience, in 


the room of my deformity I come to thy holineſs, to ſet it. a- 
gainſ the ſin and abomination of my heart—L come with an E 

iopian ſkin, lo! here be Adam's ſpots upon me, and yet I come 
with thy ſpirit ;—I come above this js omg corrupt nature, 
becauſe thou didſt exchange conditions, with me, by, * ſurety- 


covenant, Thou tookeſt my fin and yet waſt never ſinful, 2 Car. 
v. 21, it could not- work its ſtain upon thee, and thereſore ſtill, 


wheth rI look to ſaints or angels for compare, thou haſt the fair- 
eſt face if Heaven, and I ſee no other way to come to-God but 


by thee —I have a crooked heart within me; but thy ſpirit of 


ace and ſupplication, in this happy moment, hath brought me 
ait to thee ; I come to thee againſt a thouſand heart reproaches, 
ine upright heart I ſet. againſt my own hypocriſy j . 
have a fading heart in all, my beſt complexions, the grike- . 
lour of the new-nature, wears out, and waſheth off in the 
7 ent ERICH # Y HF: 36" 1 2 „ rat ul - #2190 daily 
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« daily uſing, yet I come to thee believing, knowing that this 
robe in thy hand ſhall be * ut upon me, as thou didſt 
% ſecretly put it upon my ſoul when I Vo not what thou didſt; 
the nearer I approach in thy light, through faith, the more I ſee 
** reflectively I am cloathed, who thought myſelf naked ;—ſo I am 
*© comely through thy comelineſs, which thou haſt put upon me; 
J am one with thee in thy robe, and there is no ſpot in me.“ And, 
now, brethren, I do wiſh I could ſpeak it to all the church of God 
on earth, as I ſpeak it and have ſpoken it before the head of the 
church in Heaven This is the practical part of my venturing An- 
tinomian-faith, and ſome call it Eathiſiaſin cant maducſi ; yet, 
in this, I venture till, or I ſhould go in faith to be as dead as the 
times; yea, if I had not ſet out in this faith in Chriſt, I had never 
been a believer, |, 3 | 


Thus when Chriſt ſhews me the vileneſs of my heart, as much 
as in ſome proportion as there is in Hell (I think) yet I find 
comfort upon viewing the doctrine of Chriſt's ſatisfying, and am 
refreſhed to know that he hath died for my fins, becauſe herein he 
helps me to ſee his fulneſs, the fulneſs of his blood, and the abomi- 
pation of my own fin beſide; and it is a ſtay to my heart to behold 
the Temedy in the Son of God provided, and ſet againſt my corrup- 
tions, which remedy I ſee doth vaſtly out-balance and weigh down 
the hurt that all within my heart can do me: It revives me, that 
though I look into this heart of mine, and ſee not one dram of holi- 
neſs, but behold filthineſs, and putrifying ſores every time I ſearch ' 
it, to know how it is with me: Yet it is a gracious relief to me 
that Chriſt the Pl ſician is mine ;—but how do I know, by the 
faith of ſeeing? Becauſe I ſee him graciouſly ſtand before me: He 


bath viſited my ſoul, opened my wounds, and made me know my 


own deformity ; yet, nevertheleſs, when L have goſpel-views of 
Chriſt, and ſee the human nature in his ſufferings for my fins, I am 
relieved in ſearching my heart under all the views of fin in me; — 
I ſee my views refreſh me, and feel a rock underneath _— me. 
The Lord is pleaſed to give me a fight of all my ſins, that is, all 


manner of corruptions in me, Rom. vii. 21. 23. I behold all the 


filthineſs of abomination in my ways amaſfed together in oy po 

nd I take notice, the holier I ftrive to be in my duties, yet the more 

tthy under all theſe endeavours do I amazingly behold myſelf, in 
myſelf, yet clean in Chriſt; what a furtherance is this to my com- 
ing to Chriſt, when I come diſcerning what he hath done for me, 
though in the light I ſee I am ſold under fin, yet I have views which 
preſent an infinite virtue-ranſom too, that hath bought my pardon, 


and comprehends my freedom: This fatisfying price, being a moſt 


certain redemption in itſelf, and a particular redemption- to me, 
and though this looſens my chains, yet it doth not entirely break 
off my bonds; this is the work of farther grace, and this is the view ' 
that gives me the gracious hopes, the ſweet encouragements of my. 
ſaſeſt intereſt : In theſe yiews I ſee if 1 had à thou — 
- ou | 


() | 

thouſand times more fin, if it had been poſſible than I have, yet this 
ranſom-blood of Chriſt would cleanſe me from all fin:. All my filchi⸗ 
neſs therefore, whatever it be inherently, is notwithſtanding in that 
fundamental cleanfing, once for all myſtically cleanſed away . in the 
botto:n-relation I myſtically ſtand in to Chriſt; even while fin conti- 
nues in me inherently, and I am now by virtue of this radical cleanſe 
ing compleat and without ſpot in him. Aye, ſays ſome, here is pre- 
ſumption with a witneſs ; aye, ſays I, ſo there is, as he muſt ap- 
prehend it, and never do I expect to come to Heaven without abun- 
dance of, that to carry me on thither, which ſome call preſumption. 
Well, to reconcile and clear it more, I look to the truth revealed in 
the written word, and there I find he died and made -ſatisfation 
int-blank for ſuch a ſoul, for ſuch a ſinner as I, who ſtood off and 
no heart to come. is encourages me now to take up this 
ranſom-blood as mine. I find by the Srength of the quickening 
that will work when the Lord pleaſeth, that he will work more 
ſtrength and grate in me when he ſees it meet; this lot falls to me, 
let it fall how it will to another, and, by all tokens in niy object, 
it, muſt be ſatisfaction made for me. For the ſatisfa&ion of Chtiſt 
is not to make, through the drawing of the ſpirit, and the coming of 
the ſoul are yet to do; upon this principle I ani helped to more up 

hes of my ſoul to Chriſt, 3 in a day, than I was wont 
to find in the other conditional divinity in ſeven years. It may be; Ren- 
der, thou canſ not lay kold of comfort, becaife thou art not come to 
Chriſt for comfort, inwhom that comfort is founded; framh hE0m it flows, - 
by whom it is conveyed; what then, ſoul, 1 8 ſeeſt him, 
and in him thou ſeeſt that thy very firſt comfort is darted as a ſun- 
beam of Heaven into the inner chamber of thy heart. Thy fulth is 
but an embrio, the ſhape of it yet is not all perfected in the womb of 
thy mind, as a faith to reach to all the lively proportions of it; ſor 
the motion act of faith is a more ripening act than the fight of faith; - 
to ſee and believe is the firſt act, but to come and believe is a further 
aft. For I have plainly ſeen the eyeing- act of faith, diſtinct from chip! 
venturing- act of faith, and that the former is ſonjetimes a long While 
in the ſoul before the latter; that is, my brazen ſerpent nct of 55 1 
eyeing my object for caſe and remedy, as I am fick and ſtung: But: 
my golden-ſceptre-faith is approaching the gbje&, as I am made 


ſtrong by God the & 16: being married to the ſame Lord Who 
polds ki, grace forth of below ing what L 44. 
EH AT. 

8. 
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16 : 
HA. X. 
To prove by a Variety of Scripture Arguments, that 


be Soul cannot be too filthy to go to Chriſt for Sal- 
vation. ' Bk © 


* 
M Hunt obſerves, pore 40, in his Sharon's Roſe, thou maye/f 


be, ſays he, 100 filthy to go to Chriffby faith in the flate thou art" 

wow in. If this be not novel Divinity, to the Scriptures; I know not + 
what is, which I ſhall endeavour to make appear by the following® 

arguments : | | TOY | 

Argument 1ſt. He that can't be too guilty in his 2 to go to 
Chriſt by faith; can't be too filthy in his nature to go by faith, to him; 


For guilt and pollution go in couples : This evidently appears in the 


type of the two goats, Lev. xvi. provided both for the guilt and un-' 
cleanneſs of the people too; for after the goat, of the ſin-offering for 
the people, upon which the Lord's lot fell, was offered up for a ſin - 
offering, ver. 9, 15. and atonement made with it, ver.-16. becanſe of 
the uncleanneſs of the children of Iſrael, it is expreſly ſaid at ver. 21, 
Aaron was to lay both his hands upon the head of the ſcape-goat, or live-goat, 
and conſeſi over him all the iniquities bf the children . acl, and all their 
tranſgreſſions, in all their fins, putting them upon the head of the ſcape- goar. 
What! what was this! but coming with the guilt and filth of ſin, both 
included in that phraſe, their fins ; and ſeparately called iniquities and 
wncleanneſ; * Who was it a coming to in the myſtery and intent of that 
, bat Chriſt? Atonement was to be made for their uncleanneſs, 
and their tranſgreſſions, in all their fins ; both being coupled ard laid 
together in that proviſional ſacrihce, looking towards jeſus. So that as 
guiltineſs ahd filthineſs in fin go together, and ample proviſion is 
made in beſtowing Chriſt againſt both uncleanneſs and tranſgreſſion; 
and then go to bring fiducially and confeſſedly, putting him in re- 
membrance under faith, viewing him, that both theſe have been laid 
upon him, and if I cannot act thus in reſpect of filth of fin, I cannot 
_ thus neither in reſpe& of guilt of ſin, for we ſee how they go to- 
gether. | 
Argument 2d. All fin is an abomination in the * of God, guilt 
of fin, or filth of ſin; and is there any child of God in the world can 
go to Chriſt without fin in his relation to Adam? So that if the ſoul 
goes at all, it goes with its abominations to the Son of God, ma- 
8d to take away our fins, 1 Jobs iii. 5. How doth a man go to the 
water, but dirty, whether he hath mach or little diet upon him, it is 
dirt, 


(54 ) 
dirt, and to the water he goes with thatdefilement z and is it not toa 
wich all the pollutions he hath? And is it not dirt a man carries to the 
| _ with confidence the water will ferch it out? And why not ſpi- 
ally go to Chriſt in the fountain of his blood, with our great and 
many abominations? Why not with all our Ach, when his death is 
ſet open as a fountain for fin aud uncleazne/;? Zarb. xi. 1. 


Argument 3d. None was ever forbid to como to Chriſt becauſe* of 
| filthineſs, ſee John vi. 37. He that cometh tome 1 will in no wiſe caft aut. 
But What if he comes in hiv filth ?. Well, if he does, the text exclüdes 
none that ſo comes to Chriſt; him that cometh unto mel — in no 
wiſe caſt out: If in no wiſe, why then it muſt be in this caſe, he will 

not, though a man come unto him in the nlth of fin. Ohl. Iam un- 
clean, Tam filthy, how ſhall I come to him of pure eyes? Vet, never- 
| theleſs, if the Holy Ghoſt gives him faith to come with all his mach 
1 of fn ticking i in his conſcience, Chriſt will not caſt him out. 


DS. 
rgument 4th, None are ſhut up by impotency after faith is g — 
25 RRC uncl ram be Seeed. 1 not Fa matter of 
_ uncleanneſs that ſhuts them up, it is the her of _ and ſtrength, — 
- the want of holineſs ; I am able to come poll „but not in a ſtats 
of unregeneracy. 80 that if the Lord nay 2 faith to come to 
Cbriſt with filth of fin, hen with polſerions, I go to Chriſt with 
' theſe pollutions laid open, be not afraid, only believe is the word g 
and when Chriſt ſets this word home upon the heart, it breaks thro? 
all difficulties and diſcoutagements that ariſeth 125 fleſh and blood ; 
- "feb I can ſee an holineſs in Chrift, that is engaged to outdo alt my 
pollutions ; therefore a ſoul may e 3 riſt, by faith; — 
the moſt ſenfible defilement' is felt; 10 eyermore welcome, 
the ſpirit introduces it to a free acceſs notwithſtanding all defilements. 
Soul, thy faith is uy life, if the Holy Ghoſt, as the comforter from 
NI at | the men en Thou 3 . 
mu WI my ements to 
ſo _ filthy ſtreams, between Chriſt and thy anal . a; 
- as Chriſt is the cleanſing means. Beſides, ſ. 
thee (as he certainly doth beſore thou comeſt) — — it — 
thou mult go nevertheleſs without any inheremt holineſs 3 it m * 
often weak and feeble goings, thy hands trembling with a poor ſhak - 
"Ing palſy-faith, and Rey t faint within thee, yet he hath: — 
m to receive thee ; th blood. of Chriſt hath the ceanfing + 
virtue init, the firſt moment of a pplication, as after the mo prolooged 
.- delays. of trying I cannot tell ow many experiments, as: falling, 
. praying, hearing, almſgiving, reading, &c. Well, che man thiake to 
t ſome qualifications to go to Chtiſt; well, he thinks, all this is 
brane; but a la, if ever a man be clean it m 182 the blood of 
Chriſt; and if the ſpirit n chat blood) (if Gan ſets. out eyer 
6 cen his own eyes, that b rt Aually the 


moment it toucheth ikea, eue 
train of qualifications ; therefore, ſaul,min Ee reve 
| nor. be tpo filthy to go to Chriſty, by faith; ig 

. .thoy art in. 


1 — 


(689) 


| t th. For a being too filthy to come to Chriſt is 
4 4 — of the goſpel ; for, ſays God, Bast. xxxvi. 25. Den 
ill 7 printle ceaw water won you and you ſball be clean From all your 
 Yilthinefs and from all your idols will I cleanſe you. Again, if any thing 
tangles the ſoul, and ad the poor heart doubts, ts, fayings ſurely. I am not 
ean ; ſurely I am not diem, Why, then he will make new expe- 
; ts of his grace, ſuch. as his ſqul hath not been uſed to heretofore, 
| wooden, and open all the maſs, treaſures, and ocean of the 
iſt at once, and that for ſin, and for this by] ng Oy n- 
dlea = ich troubles, thee, Zech. xiii, 1. In that. day 7 
| 74 tain —— to the houſe David, and to the inbabitants of abu 
» ſar fin and for uncleanne/s. Doth not this ſet forth ſouls . g to 
Chriſt with all their flthineſs ? If it was not to waſh away filthineſs, 
. why was. the fountain, ſet forth for fi and uncleavneſy ?, if the heart 
by faith lays hold of, "Chriſt's blood in the time of i 1 the! 
_ foul muſt come impure and fil _ 03 the other ha ho ſou be 
Frſt pure, then bis Faith cannot purifying faith, vor the blood of 
_ Chriſt cleanfing blood to his ſoul. © 


Argument Gth. Fit an taken in adulte . in the, ve f 
© Was, added with! the fi th of Zo. b 5 Ur this weman 6 bes and dect 
40 Gini 7a, not condemned b i n ſet before him, pax yos 
wi n-condemnation, with a gracious'caution, 
; Likewiſe, David's filthineſs wh, i he mr? watter- of, 85 5 he, 
: wat e lege, and yet under 

80 100 3 DN > ri ad conetion of bis foul G ade $9. 
8 — to come This is 2 — ument, at 
1 1 60 ough bt 80 no ol = "Hoy unclean as Dor ? Mhae 

mor thineſs e co an et to whom e re 
, but to Chriſt 5 . and v 19 7 41 it in Chriſt 1 his loo. oo was a oll 
1 252 reſent, Jena for 1 Ichineſs and blood-guiltineſ beſides ? 
7 vr ated, out, by his, being paged raith , 


The caſe of Matthew i is alſo pertinent to my raiſe, Manx. . 
fend. ias Jeſus paſſed forth from thence, he ſaw a man, named Matthew, fi- 
— 4 the receipt 0 of cuſtom, and he ſaith unto him, follow me. And be a- 
end followed him. Could this man be clean? Was he a holy man? 
Naar he had abundance of filth when Chriſt called him: Was 
he not a publican, Matt. xiii. 4 an officer that gathered the Roman 
Tax! and how unclean were ſach ? Publicans and harlots, publicans 
. and ſinners make one liſt, Matt. xxi. 32. compared with Marr. ix. 10. 
et he was not too filthy in the pickle he was in when hui called 
dim 3. and be aroſe and followed him. 
Argument 7th. The flung Iſraelites, did in their pollotions look 
| toe the b brazen ſerpent for a cure of their poiſon, . becauſe they 
book o weak” and ended to move out of the place where the 
l _ had hem, and ſocould not but look to the brazen 
> : Accordingly,” it proves the "Jawfulpeſs' of 
towing in all their — 'Lnce looking and 


1 


„ 


— . fouls" 


(690 iR 
rs Bodo) to the lame end. And is looking by faith to the Savi- 
lood to be, by « caveat of being too filthy, when 
ee b phemers, 1 Tim. i. 13. for — wha for chief 
finners, ver. 15. for idelaters, fornicators, and — for thieves, 
drunhards, and extortioners, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. yea, for murderers, 
Luke xxili. 34. not to ſave them in this ſtate ; no, his cleanſing. 
blood was ſhed to ſave them from the filth of it, from the guilt an 
condemnation ' of it, therefore a ſoul cannot be too guilty. or filthy. 
to go to Chriſt for ſalvation ;- becguſe he goes to Chriſt to be ſaved 
from the filth of fin, as much as the curſe due to ſin : He hates the 
e of his heart as much as he fears the wrath that -hangs o- 
his guilty head, as his defires are as much to be ſuved from the 
— nature of ſin, as from the condemnation of it, there- 
fore be goes to Chriſt to have his mind purified by faith in his blood, 
being encouraged by thoſe words in Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore he i; 4. 
ble to ſave them 10 the uttermeff that come unte God ly him, foe eeing be ever 
) fo malt interceiſion for t them : And, indeed, fr find that cleanſ- 
i as precious and defirable to the Lare finner as par- 
— blood: So if Mr. Hunt meant by * filthy, a foul's 
defire'to be ſaved in the filth of fin, —.— imſelf N to 
divine experience: Or if he meant too filthy for Chriſt to ſave, he 


ſhews his i FE We 
| which cleanſeth from alli, 


CHAP. vi. 


lanation Cantiehs il. : 7. he 
. wing Eats 1. Tan t 


HIS metaphor ſets forth ſome peculiar ermnſetulent excellet- 
Fee in the Lord Jeſus ; Firſt, His tranſcendent beauty; 

„His tranſcendent fragrancy ;—Third, His tranſcendent 

ee, theſe are all ſhadowed forth by this tranſcendent Roſe 


ird 14, The Roſe of Sharon was 3 aſh than the 
eommon-roſes of the world, and thereſore fitter to ſhadow forth the 
-tranſcendent beauty of Chriſt, above all mankind; who is the ch; 
Pane among ten thouſand. Oh | the tranſcendent beauty of the Man ri 
the dead, in perſonal union with God, both natures in one 

fon,. the — —— by whom Sharon's roſe was made with. 
"i G T 5 — 


oe 


re 


? 
> 4 


of his face in Heaven, his 


| | ( 30 
excellencies, ze is fairer than' rhe children 2 rs 


5 che live elinen 
e rs bo 


compl 
God, as he is the thurch's 143 Tok this Roſe off Sharon 


ed forth his reſurrection, beauty and enaltation. 


- Chriſt fitteth at t 


| bis Father's little flock; bis church, the aſſeinblies of his faihts;, 


experience of that kind to take in the ſayour of 


of ſweet ſmelling ayour in us t 


Second, The Roſe of had alſo a tranſcendent f 

ond the fragrancy and ſweetneſs of other common roſe 3 bene; — 
loch an excellenc oY of ſcent and ſweetneſs in Sharon” A from 
tis excelling production of thoſe kind of roſes, as per ps th ere Was 
not ſuch another place to be found in the w ole world, -.;- .-. 


So the ſweetneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, at the TS of God. all chat 

have ſpiritual ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern between d and on: 4. = 
t 

right hand of God. Oh] theſe experienced ones 15 ſuch a tranſ- 
cendent fra ragren in the neg egy” of Chriſt's perſon, and love, made' 
known to their faith, by the holy ſpirit to their ſouls, that there is; 
not the like 3 — — enjoyment to be found \ 
all the ſenſual objects of the world; "dh! the virtue: and influence 
the love of der riſen, it prevails and ſu e to draw off the 
ſoul from all bewitching fr 8, the pl a. and ent 
ſweetneſs of this world. 80h none can imagin — weve on. | 
ſweetneſs of Chriſt, except ſuch profeſſors as e —_— bim - 


their ſouls, 


This quickening is a rang experience in our als, an jedber 


Cn —— t we are riſen to- 
88 him and io we ure Av. 0 thi nenn | 


ated by the Hol; Ghoſt, to ſeek _ le ching 
he right hand o 

indeed that we have our right { 

cannot ſmell his fragrancy. 


Third; The Roſe of Sharon had a tranſcendent blefling above all 
roſes iu. the world ; a Ca wa erf ge i 
more evidently than other countries, parucularly Sharon was a ſpe- 
cial place for roſes of the- beſt p n, and was eminently-bleſ- 
ed with that kind :—Sharon was a — — 4 feedin 20 

herds, 1 Chron.. xx vil, 29, *the evange 
E upon the goſpel, that foretold ſome e if * | 
application of this, in a way of grace by -Jeſus Chriſt to the mat 


: as. 
t are above, where 
! then it is as Saints 
a of thi Toſey but a dead faith 


of God, 1/a- Ixv. 10: And Sharon Hall be a fold of -flacks for wy pep 
that have ſought me. 


M07 ble 2 10 

Thus; as in Shzvon literally s men k t their flocks ef ſheep j ſo 
Sharov's neighbouring roſes, were ſweetly in their“ 

odours among the ſheep walks; David, the ſhepherd; and and therein 


regal type of Chriſt, 0 kept his Father r Hock in Judah; — 
the Sharon rote was by the Lord Chriſt, the oy ſhepherd that 


m. in the n theha ; 
Ws; 3 


—— . vp — 


paſtures to feed in, 1 ha dead 


preſence comes, as the roſes did ao A A 18 F 
by the virtue of his fragrancy, through the pirit, the come 
3 of ſaints, wit th peculiar ſweetneſs — 2 5 light between 
himſelf and his church, e enjoys him as the Ro of Sharon, 
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It is therefore Chriſt ſet forth in is exalted date, and not in Ns 


8 is here meant in the text. Now, if we take hint I 
his glory in Heaven, an 2288 him in all that full glory, 
| he ſtood in the love of the Father from everlaſting, it is 


this ral 2d of his the 3 ſhall have communion with him, but here 


„till that Which 18 in is done away, then 
that hich is Pertea all come, and chen we know that Chriſt 
is the glory-kingdom-roſe in the midſt of the paradice of God, to 
de enjoyed in the tranſcendent beauty ſweetneſs of his glory- bloom, 
in the Taking Eden above, as his glory reigns in Heaven; yet he 
ſhall have in his church a thouſand years glorious open bloom on 

from the amazing proſpects of his throne, and the whole 


earth ſhall be lightene® with ks glory, Amen, even . comp Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, | 


. . * 
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